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April 21, 1934. At 40, he is among the 
youngest members of the Cabinet where, 
for the last three years, he has been 
Minister first for Information and Broad- 
casting, Auqaf and Haj, and now for 
Religious Affairs, Auqaf and Haj. He 
speaks several languages, including 
Arabic, Persian, Urdu and English. His 
knowledge of Islamic theology isas unique 
as his acquaintance with the best in 
world literature, not necessarily religious. 
The practical thinker that emerges from 
the book uplifts the Maulana to the 
plane of one truly learned in the ways of 
Islam, whose ‘‘Fundamental Truths” are 
as right today as they were fourteen 
hundred years ago. These, supported by 
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FOREWORD’ 
| collection. of: lectures 


Fundamental Truths isa } 
delivered by me at Friday prayers 10 Lahore many 
years ago. This series was planned with: the Asie 
purpose of presenting the.everlasting Truths of Islam 
in the context of modern day. world; and'in the light 
of modern disciplines of knowledge and research. 
To my mind widespread dissemination of education 
and development and growth. of. physical sciences, 
during ‘the ‘past two centuries or so, could, have 
proved. a greater blessing. for mankind if they. had 
not neglected the spiritual needs of man. Material 
welfare and spiritual enlightenment are not, and 
ought-never to be, accepted as mutually exclusive. 
They are, if anything, complementary to each other. 
It is true, however, that except for Islam no other 
religion or philosophy of life presents such a prag- 
matic synthesis of life on earth and the life hereafter. 
Thisis particularly true of the West. with its sanctified 
traditions of complete separation of the religious 
vie bila from the practical aspects of life. 

ucation coming from the West carried the 

germs of scepticism, disbelief and doub 
younger generation fell e pene ONE 
simply by default. There pid . reek rel ana 
: ; 0 guidance for it on 
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spiritual matters expressed in coherent terms and 
relevant to the pressures and pulls of modern life. 
My choice of topics for these lectures, i-e- “Tauhid,” 
“Risalat” and “Akhirat,” bear testimony to my 
concern for providing such a guidance to the modern 
mind tormented by the stresses and strains of life. 

These lectures were first presented in a book 
form in 1957. Another two editions under the title 
of Unseen Realities (“skim 8S: 0”) were issued by 
Ferozsons in 1973 After revision of the original 
manuscript four additional editions were run under 
the title of Fundamental Truths (“usii> Golz’’). 

My grateful thanks are due to Mr. Zahid Malik, 

Director General, Pakistan National Centre, without 
whose personal interest in production, this book 
would not have seen the light of the day. I am also 
greatly indebted to Mr. Zahurul Haq, Editor, 
Publications, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who devot- 
ed sucha great deal of care and effort in translating 
these lectures fromUrdu into English thereby making 
it possible for me to reach a wider circle of readers 
including foreigners, who were indifferent to the 
spiritual values of Islam, mainly through lack of 
knowledge. 


Islamabad KAUSAR NIAZI 
Aug. 25, 1974 
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UNITY OF GOD 
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The focal point of the universe is nothing but God; 
The acme of universal activity is nothing but God; 
The Heavens move because of His power ; 

To the Sun He has given perpetuity and light ; 

The sea produces pearls by His refulgence; 

The wave leaps in the river by His magnetism. 
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EVERY PROPHET PROCLAIMED TAUHID 
(UNITY OF GOD) 


LL the Prophets who preceded the last of the 
A Prophets, Mohammad (Peace be upon him), pri- 
marily invited the people to: “Pray not to any 
but the real Master.”’ This was the basic Message of 
every Prophet and God’s Messenger. Joseph, when 
imprisoned, had preached thus to his co-inmates: 
“Comrades, can these numerous false gods be better 
than the simple omnipotent God?” Shuaib’s and 
Hud’s first call to their peoples was: ‘Pray not to 
any but God.” Prophet Noah’s exhortation had em- 
phasised, ‘‘Have fear of Him alone; Him alone ye 
must obey and worship.” 

The common message preached by the Prophets 
was, therefore, the eternal Truth that lighted their 
spiritual flame and burnt itself into the human soul. 
In every Age the concept of God has found more 
votaries than deniers. Although humanity chose to 
forget a lot—nobility, modesty, the basic qualities, 
the concept of God and confidence in Him remained 
ineffaceable. True, every Age threw up its crop of 
disbelievers and heretics but the reason why the 
doctrine of God’s Unity is eternal is because its 
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Truth, like the sun, may be clouded by falsehood by, 
can never be obliterated. If a sick man dubbed , 
tasty dish as bitter because his own tongue tasted gp 
it would not be said the dish was bad, but that the 
man was sick. In exactly the same way, if, in any 
Age, spiritually sick people have denied the exist- 
ence of God, their deficiency does nothing to alter 
the irrefutable veracity of TAUHID. 

The doctrine of God’s oneness is what human 
instinct itself testifies to and is best established by 
an event narrated in the Holy Quran. When God 
created Man, the first question He put to the species 
was, “Am I not your Creator?” And the species 
answered : “Verily Thou art. We bear witness”’ The 
Qur’an says this pledge was taken from the human 
species so that they may not later deny knowledge 
of Truth. In the answer the species gave is embodi- 
ed the grand doctrine of God’s oneness whose instinc- 
tive acknowledgment is a part of our creed. This 
was the doctrine which the Prophets as Reformers 
preached and over which we made a covenant with 
our Master at the dawn of creation. By ignoring it 


in our time we are only inviting destruction. We 
Muslims who had raised the clarion call ‘Within 


our hearts is the custody of the Unity of God” are, 
ourselves, deviating. 


‘““Havewe forgotten'thefaithfulinstincti ? 
otten’ ulinstinctive pledge‘ 
Has the coveting world forgotten God rd 
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TAUHID NOT AGAINST REASON 


HEN we talk of TAUHID, the philosopher 
comes up with the question: How can one 
acceptthe existence ofa Being whom religion 

invests with the quality of existing from the begin- 
ning to the end of Time ? When the mind succu mbs to 
perverted thinking it is ready to throw every doctrine 
overboard. To dispel such scepticism, Imam Rab- 
bani Mujaddad Alf-i-Sani has offered a pertinent 
explanation. Affirming that the doctrine of Unity is 
not against reason, he holds, it is BEYOND reason. 
The limited human intellect is unable to grasp the 
doctrine’s profundity. An animal, if it were told, 
would not comprehend that Man can fly. But if it 
were to say (because it cannot understand such 
matters with its limited intelligence) that it was 
impossible for Man to fly, all one could say was 
that the animal was, after all, an animal. Take 
human inventions as a case in point. What was 
considered impossible two hundred years ago is 
now considered most natural. If people living two 
hundred years ago had been told that an atom had 
ere dile to destroy a town spread over a radius 

q: miles, turn 10,000 people into vapour and 
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kill another 1,26,000 through chain reaction, what 
would they have thought ?—That the whole thing was 
utter nonsense. But could their disbelief expunge 
all the horrors of an atomic destruction? Daily in 
our lives we see things we do not usually give a 
thought to. For instance, if we had not seen a tree 
and someone had told us that it grew out of a little 
seed sown in the soil and as it bursts out of its 
cradle and spreads itself thick and wide, it bears 
fruit, and its wood is used for lighting fires and it 
spreads toshelter people, would we have believed it? 
Would we not have said all this talk was so much 
trash? We probably would have, but for all our 
incredulity facts would have remained facts. It 
follows that to declare something one does not 
understand as unreasonable is shallow ignorance. 
That is why the world’s greatest sage has asked us 
to regard TAUHID as higher than human intelli- 
gence. 

Abu Huraira thus relates the Holy Prophet’s 
words: “Satan comes to you and asks who created 
this and that? He even asks you as to who created 
your Creator? When his talks take this turn, seek 
God’s protection and stop all converse with Satan.” 
Abu Bakr has said: “Sanctified is the Being Who 
has revealed Himself to His creatures only 
through the method that He is beyond their powe 
to comprehend.” 
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Akbar Allahabadi, the poet, has said: 
“Thou art by the Heart seen but not with eyes, 


And this, I have realised, is the way to recognise 
Thee.” <p So tat ese 
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INTELLECTUAL PROOF OF TAUHID 


in the limitations set for it by the Creator, no 
complications would arise, and the doctrine of 

TAUHID would automatically appear as the voice 
of instinct. Man’s circumscribed intellect notwith- 
standing, Ibn Abbas was led to the conclusion that 
the chain of creation must lead up to its Creator. 
He who has no predecessor and no successor is first 
and last God, and to try and discover the creator of 
the Creator was patently against reason. In fact, 
intellect comes into its own only when it becomes 
conscious of its limits and surrenders itself to the 
Almighty, Who is beyond its comprehension. Iqbal 
has well said: 

“In the labyrinths of the Universe, intellect got 

lost ; 

It could reach its goal only through Tauhid; 

Otherwise how could the poor intellect reach 

its destination ; 

Or the paper boat steer to the coast?” 

When intellect confines itself to its limits, it be- 
comes Conscious that every bit of the world testifies 
to the truth of TAUHID. 
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A pagan once asked Imam Shafi’i: ‘‘What is the 
argument for the existence of God?” Pointing to 
a tree the Imam replied: “Yonder mulberry tree.” 
The pagan exclaimed with surprise, “How so ?” and 
the Imam said: “Look at its leaves. How insignifi- 
cant they look. But if one were to consider their 
uses one would be lost in wonder. When deer devour 
them the leaves transform into musk; when beer 
feed on them, they become honey; when the worm 
consumes them they turn into silk. These very 
leaves when eaten by goats become their refuse. 
Can the intellect imagine the insignificant leaves were 
capable of bearing such versatile qualities without 
the aid of their Creator?” 

In this, his unique way Imam Shafi’i has explain- 
ed the Doctrine. The more one contemplates the 
wonderful mysteries of the world, the greater is one’s 
spontaneous humility to God. Those impressed by 
scientists should enquire of them what they think 
of these wonders. They will tell you that the Earth’s 
light-givers, the moon and the sun, are respectively 
2,40,000 and 9,93,00,000 miles away. There are stars 
whose light reaches us from beyond in four anda 
quarter years, although the speed of light is 1,86,000 
miles per second. These are stars nearest to the sun 
and the moon. Science reveals others whose light 
takes millions of years to reach us and others whose 
light has not reached us to this day. The dazzling 
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expanse of nature is for ever a source of astonish- 
ment to Man who cannot but bend in obeisance 
before God and spontaneously murmur: 

“Great is ALLAH, the Supreme Creator.” 
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ANOTHER ARGUMENT IN SUPPORT 
OF TAUHID 


NCE some atheists were captured for the pur- 

pose of killing them and broughtbefore Imam 

Abu Hanifa who asked them: “If someone 

were to tell you he had seen a sailorless boat 

ply between coasts laden with goods, what would 

you think of him?” They replied that not one of 

them would believe the story. “What, then,” the 

Imam asked, ‘thas come over you, that you who 

cannot believe a boat can ply without sailors 

believe the great factory of creation runs by 

itself?’ The weighty argument struck home and the 
unbelievers one and all embraced Islam. 

Scepticism in modern times is the order of the day 
and Man commuting through space has flown farther 
away from self-evident reality. No one can visualise a 
house without an owner, a garden without a gardener 
and a watch without a watch-maker. Nothing can be 
created but by a creator. But scientists and scholars 
would have us believe otherwise with pettifogging 
dialectics designed to show the perpetual auto- 
motion of the universe. Yet no one doubts them. 
How well has Maulana Rumi said: 
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“The body moves because of the soul; though 

thou seest not the soul, 

Yet by the movements of the body, 

Thou knowest of the existence of the soul.”’ 

The small workshop of our body is operated by 
our soul, but the soul itself is invisible. We recognise 
it through the manifestations of life and of body 
movement: ‘ 

“Reason to operate must be fortified with faith; 

For anything to move there must be something 

that caused the movement.” 

Reason itself has no substantial form but is 
symbolically identifiable by distinguishing wisdom 

from folly. Maulana Rumi holds that God also is in- 
visible and cannot be seen with the moral eye But 
every phenomenon of nature unequivocally proclaims 
its Creator, His power, might and majesty. 
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ATTRIBUTES OF THE ONLY GOD 


- OOKING into a time-piece one would notice it 
comprises a number of large and small parts 
which work in unison. One marvels at its deli- 

cate machinery and the maker’s dexterity, appreciat- 
ing that he must be extraordinarily talented. Casting 
a look at wondrous Nature one feels that the Being 
Who created the marvel could not be blind, deaf or 
mute, but the very epitome of perfection. About 
God’s attributes, Imam Malik has pertinently said, 
“Countless millions have peopled the world since 
its creation but it is astonishing that no two faces 
are alike. The human face with its lips, cheeks, eyes 
and teeth is a small thing. But the ingenious Creator 
has given to every face its own traits. Such being 
His power and workmanship human intelligence 
can hardly fathom His countless attributes, unless 
He chooses Himself to reveal them.” 

Some religions and philosophies acknowledge a 
deity which they consider is not directly concerned 
with the running of the universe. To them this deity 
has either delegated its powers to its favourites or 
created smaller deities to look after the world. 
Against this irrefutable evidence that the tiniest 


$5] 13 


toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


Ch. 1] FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS 


particle and the glowing sun bear witness to God’s 
Unity. “Pierce the heart of a particle, and you will 
find in it the same blood that makes up the heart of 
the sun.”’ 

Undoubtedly, God Himself alone operates the 
world which is subject to His will and direction; 
otherwise how could one explain the co-ordination 
among the elements; sunrise and sunset; day and 
night; the miracles of wind and weather, lightning; 
the harvestjand other sights which fill us with wonder 
and spiritual elation? 

We cannot see God but we feel His mercy and 
providence and the manifestations of His power. 
His wisdom amazes us. We should not worship 
Him merely because we are overawed by, but 
because we believe in, His attributes as described 
in the Holy Quran. Such faith would add depth and 
dimension to our relationship with God, creating 
alike in our minds love and fear of Him. 
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PREREQUISITE OF FAITH IN GOD 


BOUT TAUHID, Islam does not postulate mere 
A intellectual satisfaction as to the existence 
of God. It enjoins irrevocable faith in this 
greatest of Truths which should guide the mind to 
believe that ail men have one supreme Master, are 
His slaves and are sworn to His allegiance and 
loyalty. 
A Believer in Tauhid may well be compared to 
a thirsty man who cannot erase from his mind the 
urge for water even though otherwise occupied. 
Similarly, a Believer in Tauhid can never erase from 
his subconscious faith in God ingrained in his 
spirit, even when distracted by worldly chores. 
Though thus engaged he never really is oblivious of 
his faith in his Creator. This feeling is typified by 
the verse: 
“Heart with the Beloved ; 
Hand at the job”; 
and represents an acme of devotion which the Sufis 
acclaim as “solitude in company”’’. The Holy Quran 
also provides: 
“The people whom the reqirements of business 
do not divert from the remembrance of God; 
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In fact, they are the ones who truly are aware of 

the secrets and the spirit of faith.” 

The importance and obligation of keeping faith 
in God ever fresh is linked to the Holy Prophet’s 
own Traditions. Said he: “Of all speech the most 
important is, ‘There is no God but Allah’.”? This 
means we must verbally and continually recite the 
name of God and sing His praises, repeating the 
verses the Holy Prophet directed us to. We must 
acknowledge our bondage to God, so our ways are 
illumined by His Divine Light. This must hold true 
in all situations—family life, business, at school or 
in high office. Thus alone will Tauhid become our 
mainstay. It is well said: 

“OQ Friend! every such moment of my life was 

a period of unbelief . . . in which the heart forget 

you. 
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LOVE OF GOD 


UNDANE doctrines merely require intellec- 
M tual appreciation and one may turn com- 
munist or socialist if there is enough intel- 
lectual conviction. But the Islamic doctrine of Tauhid 
enjoins a much deeper belief descending to every 
fibre of one’s being and uplifting it spiritually. A 
Mussalman’s faith is not perfect unless belief be- 
comes his motivating emotional force. In Sahih 
Bukhari, Abdullah bin Masud’s ‘‘Belief is the soul 
of faith” interprets this attitude. Islam requires one 
to build one’s faith on belief than arguments. Sheikh 
Abdul Wahab Sha’rani has said faith emerging 
from argument and reasoning cannot be reliable 
because it keeps revolving around argument. The 
faith of a debator is never free of danger. Faith in 
a doctrine is not merely its intellectual exposition 
but also its mental assimilation. That way belief is 
transformed into overwhelming love of God and 
transcends love of worldly things. In the Quran the 
qualities of men of faith have been characterised. 
One of these is that they would be conspicuous by 
their love of God. 
For some, love of God implies getting away from 
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it all and worshipping Him away from worldly re. 
sponsibilities, away from one’s wife and children, left 
helpless in consequence This is not love of God 
but its negation and would invoke His wrath Islam 
does not prohibit affection for family, nor wants 
withdrawal from worldly responsibilities Imam Ibn 
Taimiya has said the mission of the Prophets was 
not to change human nature but to promote its 
purposeful fulfilment. Renunciation as expressive 
of love of God would run counter to natural instinct. 
True love of God requires us not to renounce the 
world, but to do right by our wives and children 
and act as nature intended us to. An exception must, 
however, be made when the choice is between love 
of God and love for worldly things. If in the name of 
God it becomes necessary to lay down one’s life, it 
should be done without hesitation and in doing so 
our thoughts should be: 

“I give up life; it was His gift. 

The truth is that my obligation is still not 

fulfilled.”’ 
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TRUE CONCEPT OF THE LOVE OF GOD 


OBODY could love God more than the Holy 
Prophet and his Companions. But they all 
pursued their trades, had wives and children 

and partook of the lawful pleasures. Their love of 
God, however, was the envy of angels. This was so 
because there is no incompatibility between love of 
God and love of other types. The only condition is 
that all attachments are subject to love of God He 
decides which attachments are to remain or be dis- 
carded. If a person who honours the will and injunc- 
tions of God, and also loves his wife and children, 
opens up a shop or follows an agricultural pursuit, 
his acts have God’s approval and his endeavours, 
in fact, promote his spiritual closeness to God. 

God has sanctioned !ove for one’s son but with- 
in limits. The conditi.n is that love for a son will 
not stand in the way of love of God and if He 
required it there should be no hesitation in sacrific- 
ing the son. A case in point is the episode of 
Abraham. In old age he was blessed with a son, 
Ismael. Love that the Friend of God had for his 
ae Pe defies estimation But no sooner was there 

m God than Abraham prepared to sacrifice 
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his son. 7 ; 

Islamic history has preserved an anecdote about 
Abu Bakr. His son once said to him: ‘“‘Father, when 
I was a pagan and fought the Muslims, you were 
exposed to my view.in the thick of the battle. If I 
had wished I could have hit you, but my love for 
you restrained me from putting you to any harm.” 

Abu Bakr Siddiq replied: 

“Son! out of regard for me as your father you 

spared me, but I declare in the name of God 

that if you had been exposed to my view, I would 
have decapitated you with my sword.” 

A believer in the oneness of God himself becomes 
the beloved of God, and, as related in the Traditions 
of the Holy Prophet, God becomes his eyes, tongue, 
hands and feet. In consequence he sees, speaks and 
does what is strictly in accord with the will and 
pleasure of God. 
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STEADFASTNESS OF BELIEF 
IN TAUHID 


TEADFASTNESS is a basic requirement of 
Tauhid. This means facing up to trials and 
tribulations with steady faith. Faith in God 

should not languish because of vicissitude. Mere 
declaration of faith in the doctrine of Tauhid is not 
enough. To reach the destination, “The first condition 
is that one should lose oneself completely in search 
of the goal.” 

There are two components of the declaration of 
faith in God. The first one is negative, that “There 
is no God.” The second one is positive, that 
“Sovereignty befits the peerless and unique Being 
alone.” 

When one consciously denies all gods but One 
the false gods gather crying, ““Nond but I,” and try 
to divert one from Truth. Likewise, the clan brother- 
hood angrily protests when its false customs are 
exposed Likewise, again, those in power are keenly 
anxious to retain it and a social order based on 
na alpelrsas is not prepared to tolerate rebels. This 
ari ee sage savage self turns faithless 

n of faith atevery step. Usually, 
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men of faith find themselves surrounded by savages 
rather than human beings and their entire lives be. 
come everlasting trials. All these stages stem from 
the “‘negative” component of the declaration of faith. 
But only by passing through these stages is positivism 
reached, purification from the evils of polytheism 
attained and complete faith in Tauhid appears In 
order to escape from polytheism, Iqbal says: 
“‘When I say that Iam a Muslim, I shudder, 
For I know the difficulties inherent in ‘There is 
no God but...”. 
The Holy Prophet himself, while talking of faith 
in Tauhid, stressed the need for steadfastness. In 
Sahih Muslim, Abu Umra Sufyan bin Abdullah re- 
lates: ‘‘I requested the Holy Prophet to tell me some- 
thing about Islam which would preclude the necessity 
of my putting any further questions about it to any- 
one. The Holy Prophet said, ‘Say that you have faith 
in God, and then keep firm and be steadfast in such 
faith’.”” 
The Holy Quran elaborates thus: 
“When they say that Allah is their Creator and 
thereafter remain steadfast in such faith, then 
_ No fear shall haunt them nor will they ever come 
to grief. They are the People of Paradise where 
they will remain for ever. That will be the re- 


ward for what they have done.” 
In other words: 
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“This is the elixir of Love, 
Distilled from the blood of the heart.” 
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PROPAGATION OF TAUHID 


HE requirements of Tauhid do notend with their 

T ritual observance and in thinking this was 

all God expected. Such smug belief is far 

from the goal and does not satisfy Islam which ex- 

pects one’s convictions to be widely disseminated to 
be universally beneficial. 

One needs must convince others to worship the 
Creator. As long as polytheism is not obliterated, 
propagation of Tauhid must go on. The Holy Quran, 
while spelling out the purpose of the existence of 
Muslims, has pointed out: 

‘And in this way We made you the community 

of the middle course, so that you are witnesses 

for the people and the Messenger of God is a 

witness for you.” 

Prophethood came to a close with the Holy Pro- 
phet of Islam. The task of propagating Tauhid rests 
with his followers. The Muslims, as a community, 
and every Muslim individually must perform this 
duty. In his well-known poem Rumuz-i-Bekhudi 

(Mysteries of Selflessness), Allama Iqbal has thus 
reminded the Muslims of this responsibility : 

‘Are you not aware of the verse in the Mother of 
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(the Holy Quran), in which you have been 


ks . . 
Praressed as the just community of the middle 


course: ae 
The glow and glamour of Time is because of you, 


And among the nations of the world you alone 
are the custodian of Truth.” 

And again: 
“The secret of your 


doctrine of Tauhid; 

The purpose of your life is to protect and project 

the doctrine of the Unity of God. 

If you are a Muslim you should not rest content, 

Till the entire world becomes a sanctuary of 

Truth.” 

For Muslims, Tauhid is the sine qua non of life. 
Circumstances may favour it or not, its propagation 
isan imperative. Now when the world again has 
turned idol-worshipper,wealth and capital iscoveted, 
caste, tribe, colour and race claim allegiance and 
the motherland’s clay is moulded into worshipful 
deity, Muslims must realise their duty and proclaim 
the Unity of God midst all the profanities around. 

Iqbal has said: 

“In his psychological make-up, Man is maker as 

well as a worshipper of idols; 

In every Age he has been in search of some 

entity ; 

Today he has revived the traditions of ‘Azar’ in 
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idol-making and has created new gods. 

You in whose veins blood warms up to the spirit 
of the Prophet Abraham, 

For the vindication of Truth, wage war againgt 
falsehood. 

Strike the sword in the name of God; 

In the darkness of the Age shed Light, 


And proclaim the perfect way of life revealed to 
you.” 
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EFFECTS OF THE UNITY OF GOD ON 
HUMAN LIFE 


EPENDENCE and servility are in human 
nature. Men may climb heights but they can- 
not refrain from bowing before somebody 

or worshipping something. When one sees fire and 
realises how numerous are human needs associated 
with it, one starts to worship it. The sun and the 
moon appear as sources of benefit to the world and 
one bows before them. The rivers Ganges and Jumna 
lend verdure to the crops and provide water, so Man 
begins to regard them as his saviours Sinking still 
lower, man prostrates himself before man and makes 
clay idols with his own hands and bows before them. 
Despite all its progress mankind has not been 
able to rid itself of dependence. While modes and 
methods have changed, man’s worshipping urge has 
not. Hero-worship goes on as usual. Wealth, capital 
or country is apotheosised or science idolised. 
The urge for dependence forces Man to kowtow 
in servility and sensuous animal passions aud social 
Perversities become his gods. He is overwhelmed by 
et of such deities from which Tauhid alone 
shim to break free and proclaim allegiance 
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to the One and only God. In the words of the poet: 

“This single bow which you regard as a burden, 

Frees man from a thousand irksome ones.” 

Believers in one God, fortified by absolute faith 
in God’s power alone to help or harm them, are never 
afraid of anybody on earth and their faith carries 
them through every difficulty. The true Believer 
will not bow before a Pharaoh, a Nimrod, a Qaroon 
or a Haman. He is always inspired by the injunction 

of God : “If you are a man of faith, do not be afraid 
of them. Fear Me alone.” He gets his guidance from 
the Holy Prophet, the greatest of all monotheists: 

“If all the people of the world were to combine 

to enable you to derive benefit from a thing which 

God has not ordained for you, their efforts will 

be of no avail. And if all the people join hands 

to harm you through something against which 

God has ordained your protection, they shall not 

have the power to harm you.” 

With implicit faith in God, a Believer may con- 
front a Caeser or a Chroesis with equanimity and as 
an equal. If an enemy steals his sword while he 
sleeps and awakeninghimmenacingly enquires, “Who 
now can save you from my hands?”’ he answers un- 
ruffled, “My God,” and the sword drops from the 
trembling hands of the enemy. The Believer has 
enormous strength of courage enabling him to con- 
front even tyrants and point out their shortcomings: 


28 pg ll 


toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


\ 
4 


TAUHID [Ch. I 


yer cowed down by pomp and circumstance, 
ig Ne 


eis? h and power. A wonderful 
st “ mie ue an be feels he is not 
caf anyone but God, Who says it is wrong to 
ar aid of any man. As the poet says: 
- a monotheist is one at whose feet you may place 
heaps of gold, 


Or whose head you may threaten with sword ; 

He has neither any expectation ; 

Nor is he afraid of anyone; 

And indeed that is the basis of Tauhid.” 

When difliculties overwhelm a Believer and he 
thinks of turning to others for help, he is reminded 
of God’s injunction: “Am I not enough for My 
servant?” His failing steps then become steady and 
his soul is transported with spiritual ecstasy. If he is 
poor and the bounties of life are denied him, his 
belief that God is the Sustainer motivates his sense 
of honour to such an extent that he refuses to beg, as 
this would be derogatory to Tauhid. If while riding 
he drops his whip he alights and picks it up himself 
instead of asking another to do so. 

Abu Zarr says the Holy Prophet once summoned 
him and asked him not to let himself come under 
anybody’s obligation. Abu Zarr agreed, whereupon 
the Holy Prophet said: “If when riding, you drop 
your whip, alight and pick it up yourself. Do not ask 
anybody to pick it up for you.” 
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By the power of his faith a Believer always com. 
mands respect ; the means are at his disposal and the 
world at his beck and call. But conceit never crosses 
his mind. He distributes goods among the people 
and tells them they belong not to him but to God. 

When the Holy Prophet used to distribute goods 
among the people, he would invariably say, ‘‘Look, 
I am only an agent for distributing these things. It is 
God Who bestows them on you.” 

If Tauhid is one’s objective inspiration one does 
not get drunk with power,-ego and position, but the 
greatest monarchs shiver on hearing such a man’s 
name. Conquests fall to his lot, but he does not use 
his,success to overawe the people. He declares with- 
out hesitation: ‘‘My people., if today I command 
authority over you as your Caliph I very well re- 
member that till yesterday I shepherded goats ”” 

In poverty a Believer’s heart is contented ; he is 
never ungrateful or impatient but isalwaysgratefulto 
the Almighty ; he does not complain. He has faith that 
whatever is ordained for him by the Sustainer will 

necessarily happen. If it is His will that he should be 
poor it must be regarded asa blessing so as to endow 
him with patience, gratitude and contentment. The 
sacred Tradition stated below firms up his faith. “God 
says: Among My servants there are some who will 
not be righteous except in affluence and richness and 
if I turn them into beggars it will be their undoing: 
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in there are some who will not be virtuous 

: <e are beggars and mendicants. If I make 
ynless ealthy, wealth will destroy their faith. There 
pape who will not remain on the right path 
pad tthrough health and vitality, and if I make them 
me sickness will adversely affect their faith. Again, 
ee are those whose faith can last only through 
sickness, and if they become healthy, their health 
would undermine their faith. I am fully aware of the 
aptitudes of My servants and I do My work accord- 
ingly.” 

When the true Believer is at the helm of affairs, 
fear of God infuses in him a sense of responsibility 
that forces him to provide the necessities of life for 
all of his subjects. His solicitude goes to the extent 
that: “If on the banks of the Tigris even a dog dies 
of hunger, Umar would be held accountable.” The 
Believer does not regard public funds as personal 
property but rather as orphans’ property whose mis- 
appropriation would invite .hell-fire. There were 
tulers who even practised economy. in the use of 
Official stationery. Ordered one: “Do not write in 
bold letters but in a fine hand leaving little space. 
On the same sheet write of as many matters as pos- 
sible ; the Muslims do not stand for formalities 
Which entail an unnecessary burden on the Ex- 
chequer.”” 

Such a man draws only as much by way of emolu- 
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ments as would suffice for bare existence. When 
deathapproaches, he instructs his heirs : “The amount 
I had drawn should be calculated and returned to the 
treasury out of the income from my private property.” 
In his will he instructs his daughter : ‘When I die the 
utensils of the Muslims, their slave, their camel, their 
grindstones and the two bed-sheets which I used for 
wearing and bed-cover should be returned to them” 
(Will of Abu Bakr in favour of his daughter Ayesha). 
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ONE GOD, ONE MANKIND AND 
ONE SYSTEM 


HE world today stands divided because of 
T colour, race and nationalism. Even in Europe 
colour riots frequently occur. But on the 
foundations of “collective mankind” provided by 
TAUHID can be raised a social order at once pure 
and undiscriminating. Such an order is possible on 
the principle enunciated by the Holy Prophet, the 
greatest exponent of Tauhid: 

“All of you are the descendants of Adam and 

Adam was created of the earth. No Arab is 

superior toa non-Arab, nor a non-Arab superior 

toan Arab except in the matter of piety’ (Sermon 
at the Farewell Pilgrimage). 

If society was built on such a golden principle 
everyone would have like right to the opportunities 
of life, there would be no monopolies of a family or 
soup and every votary of Tauhid would share 
*qually in power and authority. In such a society 
She ement would not be modelled on the monar- 

~e on but on the supremacy of the people; 
Sib Abyssinia, Suhaib from Rum, Saiman 
tsia, and Faruq or Siddiq from Arabia would 
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have equal rights ; geographical barriers and linguis.- 
tic or racial differences would have no place ; the 
wail of a distressed woman on the Indian coast 
would be heard by the ruler of Arabia; there would 
be respect for humanity, and ruler and ruled, lord 
and slave, would be treated alike with fraternal love. 

Let us quote an incident. A son of Amr bin al- 
As, the ruler of Egypt, once whipped an Egyptian 
for no apparent reason. When the case was reported 
to Amr, he wanted the Egyptian to avenge himself 
on the ruler’s son. Addressing his son he said: 

“Since when have you made the people your 

slaves, although they were born free out of their 

mother’s wombs?” 

To end racial and other conflicts Western philo- 
sophers are today aiming at world government The 
aim, however, is incapable of realisation until the 
world is converted to the revolutionary concept of 
Tauhid and unity of mankind. Tauhid provides the 
guidelines for collectivity and all who believe in it 

regard themselves as members of a universal brother- 
hood. 
“Our purpose and object, our ways and modes 
and our way of thinking is all one. 
Because of such teachings we have become 
brothers unto one another. We are all of one 
tongue, one mind, and one body.” 
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PROPHETHOOD 
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Our existence in the world is because of Prophethood, 
Our religion and our law is because of Prophethood, 
Because of Prophethood myriads of us are one, 

And every part of us bound up with the other. 
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TOWARDS THE RIGHT WAY 


HEN we look around us we are conscious of 
the gracious bounties of Him Who has pro- 
vided us with all our wants, blessed us with 

eyes to look and tongue to speak ; Who has pressed 
the moon, the sun, the stars, the winds, and the 
water to our service and, by investing us with intelli- 
gence, determination and consciousness, has raised 
us in eminence above all living things. 

No one dare say that the merciful and bountiful 
God Who has made such perfect arrangement for 
meeting human needs would not guide human be- 
ings along the right path. Human needs are not con- 
fined to eating and drinking which are mere animal 
instincts. The inner Man needs something more ; he 
needs spiritual sustenance and to know the way of 
being pure and clean, obeying his Creator and dis- 
covering the right path across the conflicts of life. 
The inner Man finds that the world is in search of 
life and is enamoured of it. But his conscious self 
asks, “After all, what is the purpose of life?” 

“The world wants life, 

But what does life itself, 

If God were not to satisfy man’s spiritual urge, 
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His merciful attributes would not function These 
attributes would be negated if He left the world to 
grope in the dark and did not come to its rescue. 
So God has answered the need of His creatures 
Himself and showed them the right way. 

Say the Holy Quran: 

“And it is the responsibility of God alone to 

show the right way, when tortuous ways are also 

there.” 

The means that God has chosen to indicate the 
right way to mankind is known as Prophethood. 
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THE NEED OF PROPHETHOOD 


HILE intelligence could direct us to the 
conclusion that God exists, we could not, 
unaided, discover more details about Him. 

If God exists, what are His likes and dislikes, what 
pleases and displeases Him, what lies beyond 
Death? Each of these questions demands an answer. 
By allowing fancy to roam we may get confused 
answers, but this could conceivably result in every- 
one manufacturing an answer of his own. That 
would destroy unity of thought and involve human- 
ity in endless confusion. Besides being badly 
damaged, our minds would wallow in uncertainty 
and no one would, for sure, be able to say his an- 
swer. was correct and sensible. 
Allama Iqbal has said : 
“Through intelligence the traveller is able to see, 
What is intelligence—it is a lamp by the wayside, 
But what strife goes on within the house? 
The lamp by the wayside cannot be aware.” 
Actually, there is but one answer to these ques- 
a. pe has to be a source directly aware of the 
ies is as sae like the way we do the things 
. en sick, we do not know how to get 
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well, so we turn to a doctor, the man who knows al] 
about such matters. When we litigate, we need a 
lawyer, as he alone knows the intricacies of law. We 
endorse the findings of scientists because we ack- 
nowledge them as experts. In the same way where 
God is concerned we must rely on personalities to 
whom God has revealed Himself. Such personalities 
are Prophets or Messengers of God. 

The history of Prophets tells us that no Messen- 
ger of God ever invited the people to have faith in 
him and that every one of them merely said: 

“And I know from God that which you do not.” 

About them the Creator of the Universe has 
furnished evidence: 

“Whatever he speaks he speaks not of his own 

desires, but projects whatever has been revealed 

unto him.” 

The best thing for mankind, therefore, is to have 
faith in such holy personages, and, instead of being 
lost in the intellect’s whirlpool, rely on the know- 
ledge transmitted to it through the Prophets. 
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THE WAY TO SAFETY 


HE fact that Prophets get their knowledge direct 
from God has been explained by the Holy 
Prophet through an episode. In Arabia it was 

customary that when a person wanted to warn his 
countrymen of impending danger he would climb 
upa pedestal and cry: ‘“‘O, people.” Sensing danger 
the people would run to listen to him. The Holy 
Prophet himself, on one occasion, adopted the 
method for making his announcement. 

He climbed up Mount Safa, and from its sum- 
mit summoned the people. Those who heard the call 
ran to Safa. Excited, they felt something big was 
going to happen as the person raising the call was 
well known for his truthfulness and honesty. The 
Holy Prophet then addressed them, ““O people ! what 
opinion do you hold of me?’’ They said, ‘We regard 
you as truthful and trustworthy. In keeping faith, we 
know of none superior to you.”” The Holy Prophet 
said, “If [ tell you that behind this hill the troops 
: the enemy lie hidden and that they might fall 
yet ae at any moment, would you believe what I 
rie Quraish of Mecca realising that the per- 

ing had never lied and was standing at a 
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height from where he could see both sides of the 
hill, while they at the base could not see the other 
side, answered with one voice: “‘O Mohammad! we 
would certainly believe what you say.”’ His status 
thus acknowledged, the Holy Prophet explained the 
dangers to his listeners and warned them of the 
punishment of God. : 

Glory to God! What a captivating illustration 

by the Holy Prophet to underscore the eminence of 
Prophets! Ordinary people had gathered at the foot 
of the hill. Before them was the hill of life. Even if 
they were anxious to see what lay beyond the hill 
they could not do so. They could only see what lay 
on their side of it. The Prophet himself stood ata 
vantage point from where he could clearly see what 
lay on both sides He knew life and of the hereafter 
and his character was toweringly above stigma. 

So which way is safety for us? Should we allow 
our fancy to try and conjecture what lies beyond the 
hill or should we, with better wisdom, believe the 
great men who stand at the pinnacle and can see 
what lies beyond? Reflect and decide. 


42 [$3 


toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


oo _ 
VERACITY OF PROPHETS 


ROPHETS of God commissioned to show the 
right way were men of peerless character. Even 
their enemies were forced to admit to a sense 

of admiration for their piety. Reflection increases 
one’s own faith in the Prophets because of this. 
Here is an interesting episode. Abu Sufyan went to 
the court of the Byzantine emperor to seek his assist- 
ance against the Holy Prophet of Islam. It was a 
very critical moment for him but even then he could 
not help acknowledging the truthfulness and honesty 
of the Holy Prophet. The Byzantine emperor enquir- 
ed whether there had ever been an allegation of 
Mohammad telling a lie. Abu Sufyan said, “No” 
The emperor then enquired whether Mohammad 
had ever broken a pledge. Abu Sufyan said, ‘‘No.” 
The emperor exclaimed loudly, ‘‘He who does not 
lie to men, how can he lie about God ?” 

What possible personal benefit, after all, could 
the Prophets derive from speaking about the here- 
after? Did they need honour or prestige ? These 
were already theirs even before they had declared 
their prophetic missions. Already they were respect- 
ed men, trusted and known for their exemplary 
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character. Their preachings, in fact, plunged them 
into endless hardships Some of them had their 
heads hacked off, others were exiled, many were 
murdered and several put to death before their 
missions were successfully accomplished. Yet, tor. 
tures notwithstanding, they went ahead with the 
mission to summon men to Truth. People offered 
temptations, wealth, gold, beautiful women. They 
were promised crowns, but they spurned the offers 
with contempt. Such sincere, selfless and pure souls 
.were definitely commissioned by God, and their 
message of Truth admits of no doubt. 

An interesting thought is that one hundred and 
twenty-four thousand Prophets were not born in a 
particular age. They were commissioned for different 
countries, but there is no difference or inconsistency 
in their message From Adam to the last of the Pro- 
phets, Mohammad (peace be upon him), there is a 
surprising consistency in the contents of the mes- 
sages of all the Prophets, while all other ideologies 
have been changing with the change of times. Till 
yesterday scientists believed in the theory of evolu- 
tion. Today, most of them believe otherwise. But 
the concepts which the Prophets of God presented 
about the Unity of God, Prophethood, Resurrec- 
tion Destiny and Angels have not changed at any 

time. 
In daily life if some people make a declaration 


4 [$4 


toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


PROPHETHOOD [ Ch. II 


with certainty we accept them at their word. On the 
ther hand, we have one hundred and twenty-four 
aourand personages of sterling character speaking 
to us of basic truths in an unbroken chain, but we 
delay putting our faith in them. Indeed, 
“The faculty of speech is at a loss to say what 
should be said about this.” 


“ 45 


toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


5) 


REASONING OF IMAM GHAZALI 


so-called intellectual is confronted with the 

difficulty, with his limited understanding, of 
trying to assess the information imparted by the 
Prophets about the Unknown. He is assailed by the 
thought that when intellect cannot conceive it, 
how can matters be communicated by divine revela- 
tion? Imam Ghazali has dispelled such doubts in a 
forceful way. He gives the illustration of a dream. 
When our sight, hearing and other senses are not 
working and we are unconscious, certain events and 
realities are symbolically revealed to us. We would 
normally regard such revelations as against reason 
and argue that as intelligence and feelings arise out 
of the working of such senses there can be no revela- 
tion when they do not function. 

The Imam says that from the intellectual point 
of view there is certainly scope for such an objection, 
but experience provides evidence that during sleep 
one dreams of things which often prove absolutely 
true. We may often observe things by pure symbols 
whose significance can be understood through inter- 
pretation. Thus clearly, suspension of the function- 
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ing of the senses does not debar the means of com- 
io : 

jcation. ; 

mu laborating, Imam Ghazali holds that Prophet- 

f a spiritual station where intel- 


ood is the name © 
gt does not work, but where to a Prophet unknown 


facts are revealed which are beyond human intelli- 
gence and understanding. To this intellect can only 
) 


say! 
“Tf [ were to make more flights even of a hair 


breadth, 

The intensity- of refulgence would burn my 

wings.” 

A person can say that unless he sees such a 
station of Prophethood himself he cannot believe in 
it, but Imam Ghazali says this argument would be 
like a blind man saying unless he could see the 
colours he could not recognise them. 

The Holy Quran has said: 

“Q Mohammad! tell them: I do not say unto 

you that I possess the treasures of God, nor do 

I say that I have knowledge of the Unknown, 

nor do I say that I am an angel. I-merely follow 

the Revelation that descends on me Then ask of 
them whether the blind and those with eyes can 
be at par. Can you not reflect?” 


§5] i 


toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


THE ROLE OF PROPHETS 


NLESS a person informs his servant of his likes 
and dislikes and tellshimhis'duties, his punish- 
ing the servant for lapses would be unjust and 

unfair. Apply this simile to the relationship between 
God and His servants. If God punished us (as He is 
always entitled to do) without giving us His com- 
mands it would be a negation of His attribute of 
Justice as people would turn round and say : We were 
never told the truth, so why the reproach? Therefore, 
God commissioned His Prophets to guide us so we 
may not makes excuses. Says the Holy Quran: 
“If God had destroyed them as a chastisement 
before the advent of any Prophet they would have 
certainly offered the excuse: O God, why didst 
Thou not send us a Messenger so that before be- 
ing put to shame we could have followed Thine 
» Commandments?” 
God has said: 
“We do not chastise a people unless We have sent 
to them a Messenger.” 
When Prophets appear their role is not of mere 
messengers ; they are God’s representatives. He who 
1s cut off from them is cut off from God and he who 
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th themis united to God. Submission and 
Ity to Prophets is loyalty to God and disobe- 

loyalty ; 
dience of them, disobedience of God. A person may 
be loyal to his king but if he refuses to acknowledge 
the king’s appointed deputy, he would deny the 
king’s owD authority, just as much as loyalty to the 
king’s representatives would be like being loyat 
directly to the king. This has been elaborated by 
Imam Razi thus: 

“He who has denied Prophethood and Messenger- 

ship of God has indeed remained unfortunate 

enough to be deprived of the knowledge of God.”’ 

Take the example of Christians. They made a 
mistake in not realising the role of Jesus. This re- 
sulted in their being confused about God and in their 
talking of Unity in Trinity and Trinity in Unity. 
History is witness that people forgetting the teach- 
ings of their Prophet or failing to realise his status 
were cut off from reality by baseless philosophies 
and concepts. The teachings of Prophets are the 
foundations on which the religious edifice stands. 
Remove one stone and the edifice crumbles. 

If crooked, the mason the first brick lays, 

To the firmament crooked the building sways. 


js united wi 


§6] 
: 49 


toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


| 7 


a 


PROPHETS WERE HUMAN BEINGS 


& CCORDING to Islam a Prophet is neither the 
incarnation of God, nor does God manifest 
Himself in a Prophet’s garb. In plain terms 

Jslam proclaims that Prophets were human beings. 
When Christians realised that Jesus was born without 
a father they evolved the baseless idea that he was 
the son of God. But, according to Islam, Adam was 
born without father and mother. And he was the 
father of mankind. 

Peculiar thinking in every age has denied the 
humanness of Prophets. But if the Prophets were not 
human, what were they? They could not be God be- 
cause God is above partnership. They could not be 
angels, as mankind is superior to angels. In the 
presence of angels, the vesting by God of the vice- 
gerency in-mankind clearly pointed to the super- 
iority ofhuman beings to angels. To what type of crea- 
tion, then, do Prophets belong? In truth, Man has al- 
ways forgotten that he is God’s pre-eminent creation, 
regarded by Him as alone worthy of His representa- 
tion. It was mankind’s privilege that Prophets and 
Messengers of God arose from it. More unfortunate, 
therefore, that ignoramuses, not appreciating that 
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prophets too were men, should try and associate 
themwith anotheritype of creation. Prophets appeared 
as guides, but if they were not human, how could 
they serve as models of perfect men? If they were 
jgnorant of grief and distress, howcouldtheyconsole? 
If they did not know hunger and thirst, how could 
they assuage the hungry and the thirsty? If pain was 
unknown to them, how could they alleviate suffer- 
jog? If they were not human beings, we could excuse 
ourselves before God by saying we cannot follow. the 
trail which the Prophets blazed. This was precisely 
why God raised Prophets from among men, so there 
was no ground for excuse. 

In the Holy Quran, the humanness of Prophets 
has been elaborated in various verses: 

“Are you surprised at this that God reminded 

you through a man who belonged to your own 

community and warned you so that you may be- 

come righteous, and God may show you His 

mercy” (Sura Araf). 

' “OQ Mohammad! the Prophets We sent before you 
were all human beings, and were the residents of 
these settlements” (Sura Yusuf). 

“The Messengers said : Indeed we are naught but 
men like you, but from His servants God confers 


*minence on those whom He wishes” (Sura 
Ibrahim), 
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THE CONDITION FOR SALVATION 


CCORDING to a Tradition there were one 
hundred and twenty-four thousand Prophets 
between Adam and the Holy Prophet of 

Islam. Among these, whose names have been preserv- 
ed in holy books and history, there is none but the 
Holy Prophet of Islam whose law has remained in- 
tact in original form. Christianity is counted among 
the great religions of the world. But the historical 
value of its Holy Book is that out of numerous large 
and small Bibles, the majority of Christians consider 
only four as authentic, and even these were written 
by men who had never seen Christ. How the authors 
got hold of their material, and what were their 
sources of information, is not known. To cap it all, 
doubts are now being raised whether the authors, 
to whom these four Bibles are attributed, ever 
compiled them. Some American critics have been 
audacious enough to doubt the very existence of 
Jesus himself. 

Moses was another illustrious Prophet. But the 
book attributed to him was, according to the Ency- 
clopaedia Britannica, written several hundred years 
after him. That is why in Old and New Testaments 
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e passages which it would be insulting to attribute 
at 8 prophets. Revoltingly enough, there are even 
es ations of immorality against these sacred per- 
How did these Divine Books lend themselves 
modification and interpolation? When we con- 
sider this question in the light of the Quran, it 
appears that all these Prophets were commissioned 
for a particular age, a particular people and a 
particular country. The law they preached was not 
of universal character and there was no need to 
preserve it permanently. As such, these laws must 
gradually have been interpolated until the advent 
of the last of the Prophets, about whom the Quran 
has proclaimed : 

“Q Mohammad! say to mankind : For you all 

Iam the Messenger of God Who is the Sovereign 

of Earth and Heavens.” — 

Mohammad (peace be upon him) was sent as 
guide and leader of all the people of the west as 
wellas the east, for Arabia as well as Persia. Faith 
in him was the condition of salvation for the whole 
of mankind. God even took a pledge from the 
ae Prophets to the effect that if the last 
roaebae advent took place during their lifetime, 

By ould believe in him and support him. 

“dey Holy Quran says: 

ic bats took a pledge from the Prophets: 
“ eveal a Book to you and make you wise 
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and there comes to you a Messenger of God who 
corroborates the Book revealed to you, believe in 
him and render him help and assistance.” 
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FAITH IN THE HOLY PROPHET IS ESSEN TIAL 
O some, faith in the Holy Prophet of Islam is 
T " not a prerequisite to salvation. They consider 
that even after his coming those who con- 
tinued to follow the law of Moses or Jesus will not 
be held to account on the Day of Resurrection. 
Regrettably, some Muslim theologians have express- 
ed opinions more or less to the same effect. But the 
Quran, the Traditions and the conduct of the Holy 

Prophet and his Companions negate this view: 
Itis related by Jabir that the Holy Prophet said : 
“Do not ask about any religious matter from the 
People of the Book for they who have lost the 
way themselves cannot offer you guidance. If 
you corroborate them the probability is that you 
may corroborate something wrong and if you 
deny something the danger is that you may deny 
some truth. If today Moses were alive and in your 
midst he would follow me and it would be 
unlawful for him to follow the Old Testament 

in @ way repugnant to my law.” 
The Holy Quran has ordained the People of the 
Ae to have faith in the Holy Prophet of Islam in 
ollowing words : 


§9] ag. 


toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


Ch. IT] FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS 


“And they should follow this Prophet whom 
they find mentioned both in the Old the New 
Testaments.” 

The Holy Quran claims that people who have 
knowledge of Divine Books cannot deny the pro- 
phethood of the Prophet of Islam. In Sura 
“Thunder,” it is provided : 

“The disbelievers say you are not commissioned 

by God. Say, that between you and me the 

evidence of God is enough, and this is the 
evidence of every person who has knowledge of 

Divine Books.” 

These Quranic verses are clear evidence that 
after the advent of the Holy Prophet everyone 
Jew or Christian, must believe in the Prophet of . 
Islam. In Old and New Testaments, despite inter- 
polations, clear indications foretelling the advent 
of the Holy Prophet are available and people 
advised to follow him. 

Imam Ibn Taimiya has collected such prophecies 
in a book written by him alongwith necessary an- 
notations. After going through them one cannot 
help but shed tears over those who, overwhelming 
evidence notwithstanding, are deprived of Islam’s 

blessings. 

In Deuteronomy (11 : 15) it is said: 

“The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a 

Prophet from the midst of Thee, of thy brethren, 
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like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken.” 

The 18th verse of the same chapter of Deutro- 

nomy has: . 

“] will raise up a Prophet from among their 

brethren like unto thee, and will put my words 

in his mouth and he shall speak unto them all that 
' [shall command him.” 
In the Gospel of John it is said: 

“But when the comforter is come whom I will 

send unto thee from the Father even the Spirit 

of truth which proceedeth from the Father he shall 

testify me” (15: 26). 

And study the following reference and see how 
the advent of the Holy Prophet of Islam has been 
prophesied in unambiguous terms: 

“Jehovah came from Sinai 

And rose from Seir unto them, 

He sparkled forth from Mount Paran - 

And he came with one thousand of the holy ones 

And in his right hand was a fiery law for them.” 
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THE HOLY PROPHET WAS THE GREATEST 
SPIRITUAL HEALER 


is a different treatment for a child, an adult 
and an old man. The medicine dose for a 
child would not do for an adult. In prescribing 
treatment the temperament of a patient and his 
environment have to be considered Phlegmatic per- 
sons would require different treatment from billious 
ones. Those belonging to cold regions are different 
from persons living in warm climates and a doctor 
treating bodily ailments keeps this factor in view. 
With this illustration in mind try and under- 
stand the spiritual maladies and the ways and 
metheds of treating them. Since the dawn of crea- 
tion God has sent Prophets to treat our souls. But 
to say that the law meant for the times of Adam or 
Noah was adequate for all times would be fallacious. 
Divine laws meant for humanity’s childhood cannot 
serve it in its maturity. The nature of every age and 
of ailments differ. If a treatment is prescribed with- 
out considering different temperaments and environ- 
ments it will not be effective. Till the times of Jesus 
and other Prophets before him, human intellect had 


58 rs 10 


fee to a doctor and he would tell you there 


toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


pROPHETHOOD! dal [ Ch. II 


ully “developed. The laws given to their com- 
ae ‘es could not suffice for our troubles. The need» 
pate of the developments that were to take place 
in a ages to follow was for a complete and perfect 
i to provide for and understand mankind’s spiri- 
tual requirements till eternity. Such a law was 
revealed to the Holy Prophet of Islam, the last of 
the Prophets. After his advent God abrogated all 
previous religious laws. If one believes in Jesus and 
Moses but denies the prophethood of Mohammad 
(peace be upon him), it would be like recognising 
the artist while denying his chief and leader. Imam 
Ibn Taimiya in his book, ‘‘The Correct Answer,” 
has given some interesting examples : 
“Tt would be like saying that Zifar bin al-Qasim 
Mazini and Asran were great jurists, but Abu 
Hanifa, Shafi’i, and Malik were not jurists ; that 
Maliki and Masihi, the author of medical books, 
were physicians but Hippocrates and Galen were 
not; that Kushia and Khulfi knew astronomy 
but Ptolemy had no knowledge of the subject ; 
that David, Ezekiel, Habbakkuk and Daniel were 
Prophets but Mohammad bin Abdullah (peace 
be upon him) was not. The perversity of such a 
man and the impropriety of what he says would 


b ; 
© more glaring than all the examples given 
above.” 
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THE REFUGE OF MANKIND 


OBODY in the world can do without aids and 
N supports. If the help of wealth, friends and 


relatives, ways and means, are not his, a man 
feels lost. He needs these props at every step, and 
in his life’s journey he cannot completely do with- 
out them. 

History, however, provides a glaring exception, 
that of Mohammad (may peace be upon him). All 
supports were denied him but the world knows how 
this helpless man, an Arabian orphan, became its 
greatest benefactor. 

The love and affection of a father is regarded as 
the first step in the development of a child, but this 
was not available to him. His mother could have 
filled the emptiness in his life, but she died a little 
later. His grandfather extended him the warmth of 
love, but it was written by the “Invisible Hand” that 
Mohammad (peace be upon him) was not to have 
the blessings of this support either and his grand- 
father too passed away. Thus deprived of father, 
mother and a loving grandfather, the child was 
looked after by his kind uncle, Abu Talib, who left 
no stone unturned for him despite poverty. What- 
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ever young Mohammad (peace be upon him) earned 
shepherding goats and camels he placed at the dis- 
posal of Abu Talib to meet household expenses. In 
fact Abu Talib’s circumstances were so straitened 
that he was forced to entrust the custody of one of 
his sons, Jafar Tayyar, to his brother, Abbas. In 
effect, therefore, instead of his uncle providing 
support to young Mohammad, the latter became a 
source of material help to his uncle. 

In education and acquisition of knowledge stu- 
dents have need for certificates from schools or 
institutions. They have to sit at the feet of a teacher 
or scholar to learn. Mohammad’s teacher and master 
was God. In this particular also Mohammad (peace 
be upon him) was independent of aid from any 
worldly source. We worship wealth and money to 
succeed and when we get it we use it pompously. 
Mohammad (peace be upon him) acquired wealth 
after his marriage ‘to Khadija, but instead of using 
it to acquire power and position he spent it to alle- 
viate the sufferings of the poor, the widows and the 
orphans. 

. We regard the nation and the country as factors 
in the success and building up of individuals. For 
ee every particle of the motherland’s dust has the 
ey Aen people a ee euarend 
0 identi im) was born ac > owever, 

y as a nation. They were divided into 
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tribes and groups, at best a crowd, whose thinking 
was low, habits disgraceful and abominable. Their 
country could not support any agriculture. It was 
lashed by hot winds and comprised nothing by 
hillocks and stony wastes. Who then can say that 
the bewildering success Mohammad (peace be upon 
him) had was the result of a national or patriotic 
upsurge ? While none of the stays and supports that 
matter was available to the Holy Prophet, the suc. 
cess that crowned his efforts, his teachings, his 
wisdom and learning, was unique and unparalleled. 
Ponder and say whether this single factor is not 
enough for-us to believe in him. 
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THE GREATEST MIRACLE 


LL the Prophets were endowed with the power 
A of miracles but accounts of such miracles 
are no longer available to us as historical 
me to know of them through Divine 
Books or from occasional mentions in history. But 
of the miracles performed by the Holy Prophet some 
persist to this day and will certainly endure till eter- 
nity. Those who deny the truth can check them even 
now. This will affirm their faith in the prophethood 
of Mohammad (peace be upon him). 

Asis known, the Holy Prophet was illiterate. He 
had not learnt'a single syllable from anyone. He 
never frequented literary or poetical circles. He was 
never admitted to a school. Even: before prophet- 
hood his life was so pure and pious that friends and 
mec were convinced of his honesty: and truth- 
ie ee laces suddenly: af ter’ forty years, 
Sais eard from his tongue: divine: words, the' 
which sei maturity, objectivity: and’ wisdom of 
feiss ankeonls The Quran embodying the pro- 
on every se 7 os containing the best guidelines 
Tegulating: Pee pean and ‘collective life,” 

of! the’ individual ‘ as" well 
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site oe is there for all to see. Could Such a 
Presented by a person who was illiterate» 

Sceptics thought the Book was of human authorship 

but the Quran itself gave the word : ‘ 

“And if you are under some misconception 
about this Book which We have revealed to Our 
special Emissary, compile just a fragment which 
should be of the same standards as this Book, and 
you may therein seek the assistance of your sup- 
porters who do not believe in God. And if you 
cannot do that, and certainly you will never be 
able to doso, then be afraid of Hell the fuel where- 
of are stones and men.” 

This challenge was addressed to those whose 
eloquence and linguistic skill was acknowled ged by 
all and for whom the rest of the world was dumb. 
In their hatred of Islam and its Prophet they were 
prepared to wade through rivers of blood, and spend 
any amounts of money to bring Islam into disrepute. 
The challenge of Islam was an opportunity for them 
to humble it and its Prophet, if they could. But they 
remained tongue-tied and could not produce any- 
thing like the Quran. 

The challenge was not to eloquence and depth of 
thought alone; it pertained as much to wisdom and 
brilliance of the subject-matter. Till today, after the 
lapse of fourteen centuries, the world has not bee® 
able to give an effective reply. Let us refer to the 
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orientalists. To what extent have they not gone in 
their enmity of Islam? They levelled allegations, 
they tried to create misunderstandings, buteven they 
were forced to bow before the miracle of the Quran 
and the beauty of its message. Recently a book, What 
Happened in History, was published in England. It 
contains, besides discussion on other religions and 
creeds, a reference to Islam. About the Quran at the 
yery outset the author writes : 

“After a study of the Quran, it will have to be 

conceded that its author, whosoever he may be, 

is a teacher not only of his own age, but of many 
other ages as well. The first thing that strikes one 
is that the author of the Quran is a person 
endowed with great intellect and reason. In 
every line he takes pains to ensure that no 
claim is advanced without proper proof and 

argument. His thoughts resemble those of a 

wise man who considers matters of universal 

importance only, and draws conclusions from 
them. This quality of the Quran at first bewilders 

a mao, then attracts him and finally captivates 

him.” 

Many books in the world have elicited 
ite whe Innumerable writings have influenced 
a pune temperament, manners and habits, but 

oa oe revolution that the Quran has 
St into human life is unparalleled. The 
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Book made of camel-grazers rulers of men ang 
transformed ignorant bedouins into high moralists. 
On the one hand it produced generals like 
Khalid, Tariq and Mohammad bin Qasim, and on 
the other, scholars and wise men like Ali, Ayesha, 
Ibn Masud, and Ibn Abbas. Rulers like Abu Bakr 
Siddiq, Umar Faruq, and Umar bin Abdul Aziz 
drank at its fountain and saints like Abu Zarr, and 
Abu Huraira reflected on its world-encompassing 
beauty. The sun and the mooa merely dispel dark- 
ness but the Quran’s light has dispelled the darkness 
of the mind, and illuminated it alike from without 
and within. The great impression that the Quran has 
made on human’ minds: because of its sanctity and 
grandeur, much more than other sacred’ Books, is 
jneffaceable. Several books are claimed holy and 
revealed by God, but how many of these are remem- 
bered? Firstly, they are incapable of being memo- 
tised; but even if they could be, they are likely to 
be soon forgotten Contrarily, the Holy Quran is the 
living book that even in this decadent age has been 
committed to memory by tens of thousands. It lends 
itself with facility to the tongues of children as to 
those of the aged. Jf, unfortunately, it were to Gis- 
appear, it could be dictated by its lovers down to its 
small grammatic detail. ‘There have been believers 
in several books, but’ none has captivated its be- 
lievers to the extent that they refuse to be rewarde 
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anscribing it. Emperor Aurangzeb’s work in 
n has been preserved to this day at Aurang- 
can, in which he said: “In legacy the 
he amount in cash are such and such; 
uch a lady shall have so many dirhams 
which I earned by the making of handkerchiefs 
and the embroidering of caps. So and so shall 
have so many dirhams which I earned by writing 
the Holy Quran. Although this amount is rather 
jarge I do not approve that it should pay for my 
shroud because the amount realised was from the sale 
of transcripts bearing the verses of God. Although 
the sale of divine verses is not prohibited, the posi- 
tion more or less is that and I would feel ashamed 
to be covered with such a shroud when I appear be- 
fore God. Therefore, the amount under the second 
head realised from the making of handkerchiefs and 
caps, though small, should be utilised for purchasing 
a shroud of ordinary cloth for me.” 

The will of this saint-king typifies the respect in 
which the teachings of the Quran are held. It is said 
in the Quran the divine verses should not be sold 
for an insignificant amount. While the grace of 
bile can compensate for it, nothing in the world 
aco Holy Books claimed as revealed, the 
of orisincllle, Ne alone have the unique distinction 

ality. No book other than the Holy Quran 
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claims descent from God. The holy books, accord. 
ing to their believers, are, by their scope and mean- 
ing, divine. The Quran does not merely say that every 
word of it comes directly from God; it declares 
God’s responsibility for it in these terms; “O Pro- 
phet, this account which We are revealing to you, 
We will protect Ourselves.” It did not fall to the lot 
of any other book to be preserved word for word 
within the hearts of millions. The distinction is 
peculiar to the Quran. Since the times of the Prophet 
to the present time, it has lingered on the tongues of 
millions across the span of centuries. 

There is another aspect of the great miracle of 
the last of the Prophets—the Holy Prophet of Islam. 
All know that after migration from Mecca only 
ten years of freedom in Medina were allowed to 
him. History says, of these ter years, six were spent 
in wars and crusades and battles against Jews, 
disbelievers and heretics. He thus had only four 
years to establish a system ‘of government in 
Medina on the basis of the Quran He established 
it so well that it is a model for Muslims and non- 
Muslims alike and an example without a parallel. 
The authority of governments extends to buman 
bodies alone ; but the government established on the 
basis of the Quran regulated by law the spiritua! 
world as well. The law was respected in daylight a2 
in darkness, in secret and in open, in every place a8 
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very time. Those guilty of violation, even when 
is dy else knew of such breach, came of their own 
_ nee the law officer to seek punishment. 
aus guidelines of government furnished by the 
quran are not Jimited to time and place Human 
peings could benefit from their use even today. The 
author of What Happened in History writes : 
“I say even to the extent that European pacts, 
European defensive measures, Europe’s political 
alliances and the proposal for an international 
parliament or government and all such steps 
would be futile if their foundations were not laid 
on a proper appreciation of the concept of God 
and moral values. When so many measures for 
world peace have been tried, religion should also 
be. If someone -is prepared for this, I would . 
advise that in no circumstances should he over- 
look the Quran as no other book could provide 
him better guidance on the subject.” 
On this aspect of the Quran’s miracle the famous 
English historian, Gibbon, wrote: 
“From the Atlantic ocean to the river Ganges, 
it has been admitted that the Quran is the spirit 
of Parliament, provides the foundation for law, 
not only for the principles of religion, but even 
nee and civil law. The fact is that the 
tel law of Mohammad [peace be upon 
Comprehends everything. This religious 
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law has been framed on the basis of such wise 
principles and legal norms that there can be no 
parallel to it throughout the world” (Rise ang 
Fall of the Roman Empire). 
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THE NOBLE EXAMPLE OF THE 
HOLY PROPHET 


O single book in history has been responsible 
for creating a revolution. Men usually ale 
not impressed with principles not tested in 

practical application. The Quran is a living Book 
but Muslims today have not an iota of the character 
of the Prophet’s honoured Companions. This does 
not mean the Quran has lost its revolutionary at- 
tributes. They are there and will continue for ever. 
But the difference is that we are no longer blessed 
with the presence and company of the Great Teacher, 
every moment of whose sacred life was the embodi- 
ment of the Quran. 

The Quran itself has said : 

“It is We Who commissioned from among the 

illiterates a Messenger, who reads to them divine 

verses, purifies them and teaches them know- 
ledge and wisdom. Verily, before this they were 
in complete ignorance.” 

If we want to shed our ignorance we should 
make the life and teachings of the Holy Prophet 
our guiding lodestar. God has said : 

“In the pure life of the Holy Prophet is the best 
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practical model for you.” 

Many preachers who came to the world preacheq 
well. They preached principles, golden principles, 
Very few of them, however, set personal examples, 
What distinguishes the Holy Prophet is his complete 
personal adherence to all he preached by trying out 
each lesson on himself. He preached that prayers 
should be offered five times a day but he himself 
prayed eight times—supererogatory prayers after 
daybreak, at noon and during the night, besides the 
five prescribed prayers. His Companions said that 
-when he offered payers they could hear his heart 
beating like a boiling ketile ; his tears during prayer, 
produced a sound like a grinding hand-mill. 
Throughout the night he would stand before God 
on the prayer mat until his feet were swollen Tears 
would roll down from his eyes in an unbroken 
chain. Then the Mother of Believers, Ayesha, would 
implore: “O Prophet of God, you are innocent. 
What is the need of such prayers and rigours for 
you?” And the Holy Prophet would say: ‘Should I 
not be a grateful servant of God?” 

He prescribed a month’s fasting for Muslims in 
a year but for him there was hardly a month or 4 
week in which he did not fast, and he would fast 
for two or three days at a stretch. The Companions 
would enquire: “O Prophet of God, should we 
follow you in this also?” The Holy Prophet woul 
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reply, “No, you cannot follow me over this because 

God feeds ME in a mysterious way.” 

The Holy Prophet preached continence and con- 
tentment. Though ruler of Arabia he slept on a 
pare mat, his body bearing the mat’s imprint when 
he woke. The Companions would say, ‘“‘O Prophet 
of God, if you will permit us, we shall prepare a bed 
for you,” and he would reply, “How am I concerned 
with matters of the world? I am like a traveller 
who rests for a while under the shade of a tree and 
then continues his journey.” Poverty and austerity 
are known to the world but seldom has the daughter 
of a Prophet come to her father to show him the 
blisters on her hands, saying: ‘“‘Father, see what 
grinding has done to my hands and carrying water- 
skins to my body. A maidservant may please be | 
given to me.” The Holy Prophet replied : “Fatima, 
a maidservant cannot be given to you. They are 
meant for widows and the indigent of Medina.” 

Which princess would, 

“Grinding the hand-mill recite the Quran all the 

time?” 

Who would reject wealth, gold and silver and 
Prefer a life of continence and abstinence ? 

The Holy Prophet says that in presenting him 
the stony wastes of Mecca, God told him that, if he 
. desired, He would convert all of it to gold. The 

rophet had replied: 
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“My God, all I want. is that if I eat my fill oy 
one day I should remain hungry for one day 
also; when I am hungry I should weep before 

Thee and remember Thee, and when my belly ig 

full I should praise and adore Thee, and offer 

Thee my gratitude.” 

When the Holy Prophet advised. the acquisition 
of knowledge and said if this meant undertaking a 
journey unto China it should be done, he was voicing 

- his profound respect for knowledge. In the early 
days whenever there was a suspension of revelation 
from God to him he would become restless and 
appeared disgusted with life. 

The Quran provides evidence : 

“With regard to the Quran do not move your 

tongue for the purpose that you may grasp it 

quickly ; 

Surely its collection and teaching is Our responsi- 

bility. Thus when We read it follow you such 

reading. 

Its exposition also is Our responsibility.” 

A living embodiment of the dictum ‘“‘Have faith 
in God and be steadfast in such faith,” the Prophet 
showed a strength of character that rose above the 
physical pain of being stoned. He put up with 
insults and taunts and courageously bore upto pri- 
vation of confinement. Even when blood flowed from 
his head to foot there was no let up in his constancy 
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Fi determination. He had no ‘complaint for God. 
is request in prayer was no more than: if 
= «Q Lord, guide my people for they know not. 
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THE DISTINCTIVE POSITION OF THE 
HOLY PROPHET 


persons. There are persons known for their 

knowledge and learning. There are others who 
might be termed barbarous and ignorant. Many rely 
on reason to guide them ; others will not be satisfied 
with anything less than miracles. Kings and beggars 
exist side by side in the world whose scheme of 
things emphasises contrasts. As the poet has said : 

“The garden’s beauty is in the flowers of vary- 

ing hues, 

The beauty of this garden is in its variety.” 

It stands to reason that the personage endowed 
with the quality of a perfect model for mankind 
should not be so for a few, but this light should fall 
on all. The depths and heights illuminated by him 
should be the beacon guiding the learned and the 
erudite, providing mental contentment to the igno- 
rantand the bedouins, inipressing the old and inspir- 
ing the young, satisfying king and beggar, rich and 
poor alike. The Holy Prophet’s life inspires the 
view : 

“The bloom of his beauty keeps the world fresh, 
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In men of beauty recognise men who know.” 

We know very little about the lives of the Pro- 
hets including Moses and Jesus. Of some, we know 

nothing beyond their names- 
Even those about whom the world claims to . 
know, except for a few events, the details are miss- 
ing. Jesus and Moses are considered founders of two 
great religions and they bave a great following even 
now. But few details about their lives are known, 
and these also are inadequate. The Old Testament 
gives clues about the life of Moses. The Jews them- 
selves say the Book disappeared on several occasions. 
Many times, all its copies were burnt and now its 
translations only are available. No trace is left of 
the original Book and the most grievous thing about 
it is that the Testament believed to have been 
revealed to Moses contains stories about the death 
and burial of Moses himself. 

About the New Testament, considered the sole 
source on the life of Jesus, the position is worse. 
Christians had hundreds, nay, thousands of Bibles 
oe of these four are regarded as authentic. 
re ese four were selected, is a story by itself In 
Paid ne ues Wi the Great convened a Con- 
in Wek ve clergy in a Byzantine city, “Nical” 
The Em cf ree hundred delegates participated. 
ioe xs si presiding, the conference dragged on 

onths. Finally, all the Bibles were piled 
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up in a church, and the clergy prostrated before God 
to pray: ‘O God, may the false Bibles be destroy- 
ed.” It is said God accepted their prayer and all 
Bibles except four were destroyed. These came to 
be regarded as authentic. 

Books whose authenticity is thus deduced cannot 
be relied upon, but even if they are genuine in their 
present form, they do not help reconstruct the life 
stories of their illustrious Prophets. The Old Testa- 
ment says Moses lived to be a hundred and twenty 
years but, beyond passing references toa few main 
events, there is a general vacuum in the Book. There 
is no account anywhere of the everyday life of Moses 
or the way he ordered the social life of his com- 
munity. The New Testament says Jesus lived only 
thirty-three years. Of these mention is made only of 
events in the last three years of his life while the 
remaining details are missing. But details of the 
life of him of whose advent Jesus foretold: ‘‘It is 
better for you that I go for he who has to come will 
not come until I go,”’ have been correctly preserved 
without a shadow of doubt or variation and are the 
most precious heritage of mankind. The pious ones 
who inhaled the fragrance of this flower and passed 

on its perfume to us, have been counted at more 
than one hundred thousand. 

Every event of the Holy Prophet’s life has bee? 
related by eight to ten narrators and his great and 
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‘ous pistorical biography is so complete and 
gion rehensive that, even though the Holy Prophet 
onger with us, every aspect of his holy life is 
for us to read like an open book. There is 10 
for which an answer is not available and no 
goubt which cannot be removed. If you wanted to 
know, you could be told ‘how the Holy Prophet 
combed his hair, applied antimony to his'eyes, the 
shape of his shoes, what his perspiration was like and 
similar details properly compiled. It was the Holy 
Prophet’s distinguishing eminence that made 
Bosworth Smith say: 
“In the matter of the biography of Mohammad 
[peace be upon him] no man can deceive himself 
or deceive others, for here there is broad day- 
light.” 
But we do not depend on biographies zlone. If 
se forbid they were not available, the Quran itself 
s such extensive light on the Prophet’s life that 
bs could compile his biography from the material 
Urnished by the Holy Book. 
Pebir the Mother of Muslims, Ayesha, was asked 
ib the eile Prophet's life, she said: “The Quran 
for all: ind of his conduct.” His life was a model 
sons, nee hoes and judges, fathers and 
and the lic: om saints, the rich, the poor 
is profession. His neon act for everyone, whatever 
$14] nce was best reflected in the 
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conduct of his Companions. Among these were com. 
manders, generals, administrators, statesmen, saints, 
ascetics, beggars, mendicants and persons who 
teposed complete trust in God Among them also 
were traders, teachers and scholars and the best 
specimen of humanity in every walk of life. 

“Jf there is so much glow and brilliance in the 

Sun’s rays, 

How much more brilliant is the Sun?” 
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ROPHETS did not come to this dark world 
P merely to communicate the word of God. 
The Quran provides evidence that one of their 
important purposes was to make people obey and 
follow them and, through such obedience, attain the 
pleasure of God. The Quran says: “The Prophets 
We commissioned were ordained so that people may 
obey them and that is the will of God.’ The same 
point is elaborated in another way: De 
“Whosoever obeys the Prophet, obeys God.” 
The nature of obedience has been explained. It 
must be sincere, submissive, satisfying and resigned. 
Ifthe mind falters in obedience to the Prophet, it 
will amount to loss of faith in God. In Sura Nisa it 
is said: 
“Verily, we say on oath of your God that such 
persons will not be deemed to be men of faith 
unless they make you the judge with regard to 
all disputes and fee! no hesitation in implement- 
ing the judgment that you give and in their com- 
plete surrender.” 
ie is not confined to important matters 
nds to small, ones also. For instance, to 
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depart with or without permission is 4 trifling matter, 
but during the lifetime of the Holy Prophet it was 
laid down that if anyone left a meeting called fo; 
collective community purpose without taking the 
Holy Prophet’s permission, it would be a breach of 
faith. 


The Quran says: 
“Verily they are the men of Faith who believe in 


God and His Prophet from their very heart and 
who, when on any occasion they are with the Pro- 
phet for collective community purpose, they 
should not withdraw except with the permission 
of the Prophet. Those among you who seek such 
permission alone are the believers of God and 
the Prophet.” 

The Holy Prophet explained as to who would be 
admitted to Paradise, and who denied admission. 
He said only such people would be admitted as 
obeyed him. Said he: 

“A 1] who follow me shall be admitted to Paradise, 

but not those who deny me.” 

He was asked : ‘Who are those who deny you?” 
He said: “He who obeys me will certainly be admit- 
ted to Paradise and he who disobeys me is the on 
who denies me.” 

The matter does not rest there. Those who obey 
the Prophet are given the good news of admission '° 
Paradise but those who acknowledge him as a Pro 
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put disobey him are held as deniers of Prophet- 
‘ae This means that belief in the Prophet is not a 
nood- fthe type in which we acknowledge a historic 
ty or a truth, but one requiring complete 
Pedience as a basic, imperative. The Quran has 
ed: 
sar these people that if in fact they love God, 
then they should follow you. In that case God 
will have affection for them and will overlook 
their failings.” 
Worship of God is most desirable and is the 
motivation of creation. But if worsbip is performed 
in a way contrary to the manner prescribed by the 
Holy Prophet it is undesirable. A well-known anec- 
dote telis us: ‘“Three Companions waited on the 
Mother of Muslims, Ayesha, and asked her about 
the way the Prophet worshipped. When they were 
told about it they felt their own devotions were not 
up to the mark and said: “He is so pure and there 
can be no comparison between us and: him.” One 
of them said : “‘Henceforward, I will pray throughout 
the night.” The second said: “I will always keep 
fast.” The third man said: “I will never marry.” 
ete conversation was going on, the Holy Pro- 
a Ppeared and addressing them said: ‘‘You were 
ita a such things. Now listen to me. Of you all I 
ious ce who fears God most and am the most 
; will fast on certain days and not fast on 
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other days. During night I will pray as well as sleep 
and I will marry as well. He who deviates from my 
way will not be of me.” 

The conversation shows the great importance 
attached to obedience to the Prophet in the religions 
law of Islam. In the above case expression was given 
to fervour for prayer and to love for God. Pledges 
of austerity and saintliness were taken, but super- 
erogatory exercises were held as undesirable as they 
were not in accordance with what the Holy Prophet 
desires. Real worship is obeying and following the 
Prophet and thereby attaining piety and proximity 
to God. Another instance illustrates the fundamental 
truth about worship and prayer. Jabir relates that 
during the month of Ramazan the Holy Prophet 
went on a journey. He was fasting as were the 
people with him. When they reached Karagh-ul- 
Ghamim, the Prophet called for a cup of water. 
He lifted it high in his hand so that other people 
could see. He then broke his fast. After doing so he 
was told some people still were fasting. Thereupon 
the Holy Prophet exclaimed : ‘These are the people 
who are disobedient.” The episode clearly shows 
that prayer is, in fact, another name for implicit 
obedience to the Prophet. If one fasted as he did 
it was an act of prayer; if the fast was broken, as he 
broke it, it was again an act. of prayer. But if the 
Holy Prophet had broken his fast and someone had 
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ntinued fasting till the evening, there would ap 
O vently be nothing wrong with it; on the contrary, 
cha man would probably be rewarded, But Islam 
does not tolerate deviation and has unequivocally 
declared such an attitude as not devotion or piety 
obedience of God. The poet Iqbal has said: 


put dis : 
«Try and follow the Holy Prophet for that is 
religion. _ 
If you cannot reach him, everything else is a 
joke.” 


In further search of examples let us look at the 
lives of the Companions. By the injunction of the 
Quran: “Obey God and obey His Prophet,” the 
first generation of Muslims understood that they 
should mould their conduct on the pattern of the 
Holy Prophet, do what he wanted them and not do 
what he wanted them not to. Their conduct exem- 
plified: “Whatever the Prophet of God gives you, 
take it, and whatever he forbids, resist it.”? These 
men, fully tutored in religion, were not content with 
merely obeying the Prophet; their life aim was to 
follow the Prophet in every detail. 
ao relates that he heard Bishr bin Marwan 
4 a Spain from the pulpit and raise both 
maslatat ; oe what Bishr had done, Ammara 
seid this a cae destroy both his hands.” He 
is Sobstiieseeal e had seen the Holy Prophet raise 

y when delivering the sermon. Ap- 
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parently it was a small matter if one raised both handg 
or one’s forefinger while preaching from the pulpit © 
but a Companion had seen the Holy Prophet act 
in a particular way and he could not approve of 
anybody acting otherwise. This attitude was not 
confined to Ammara; even the rightly-guided Caliphs 
felt much concerned when in their likes and dislikes 
there was any deviation from the ways of the Pro- 
phet. Imam Shirani relates an event during the 
Caliphate of Umar the Great. Umar was informed 
that some clothes had been dyed with the colour 
known as “‘Baul-i-Ijaz’. This colour was derived 
‘from leaves. He prohibited the wearing of clothes 
of this colour. The reason was that in Arabic, 
*Baul-i-Ijaz’’ means the urine of a she-came]. But 
when Umar learnt from the other Companions 
that the Holy Prophet had himself worn clothes 
dyed with the same colour, he withdrew his order 
and repented several times. 

' About eating and drinking, Islamic religious law 
merely lays down what is lawful and unlawful and, 
subject to these limitations, one is free to indulge 
one’s choice. Not so the Companions. Their absolute 
obedience to the Holy Prophet prompted them to 
develop the Prophet’s own tastes for certain dishes. 
Anas says a Companion invited the Prophet to dinnet 
and he (Anas) accompanied. the Prophet. The host 
offered barley bread and soup containing pieces of 
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impkin. Anas saw the Prophet search assiduously 
a pieces of pumpkin in the soup. From then on 
Anas himself developed a taste for pumpkin and put 
it in as MaDy dishes as possible. One may relish © 
a pumpkin or not, but.one can see the extent to 
which Anas went in his zeal to follow the Prophet. 
The Companions, in fact, were unanimous in 
absolute obedience to the Prophet. 
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- LOVE FOR THE HOLY PROPHET 


S love for the Holy Prophet inevitably implie. 
obedience to him and without obedienc, 
love for him cannot be effective, obediencg 

to and love for the Prophet are inseparable. That jg 
why those well versed in Islamic religious law have 
held both “love without obedience” and “‘obedience 
without love” to be heresy. A person professing love 
for the Holy Prophet and not following his injunc. 
tions couid not-be true to him. Love requires that 
it should respect every desire of the beloved. 
“What is love? It is, becoming the beloved’s 
slave; 
To give the heart to someone else, and to wonder 
thereat.” 
On the other hand, obedience without love 18 
like taking the kernel out from the shell and mak- 
_ ing it useless. Men of knowledge and vision who 
regard love without obedience as insincerity * 
correct Sometimes external pressures force : ai 
dience, but this is not love. As soon as the pressut 
disappear, rebelliousness follows. This is WhY* 
Preaches simullaneous obedience to and lové me 
Prophet. The Holy Prophet said himself: 
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“No one from among you can be a man of faith 
until he comes to hold me dearer than bis son, 
his father and all other persons.” 
Love for one’s son and father are natural in- 
stincts, but the love for the Prophet is dictated by 
reason and intuition. Shah Wali Ullah Dehlvi has 
said perfection of faith lies in reason prevailing 
over instinct. And reason dominates instinct when it 
combines with sentiment and becomes the bone and 
blood of a human being. That is why Islam does 
not demand apparent devotion ; it requires aiso 
sentimental attachment to the Hoiy Prophet. 

Sahih Bukhari has a reference to a tradition re- 
lated by Abdullah bin Hisham: 

“We were with the Holy Prophet. He was hold- 

ing in his hand the hand of Umar. Umar said, 

‘Prophet of God, you are dearer to me above all 

things barring my life.’ Thereupon the Holy 

Prophet said, ‘I declare on oath in the name of 

God in Whose hands lies my life that till lam 

dearer to you than your life you will not be a 

man of faith.’”’ 

Heeding this loving warning Umar at once 
ae “Now you are dearer to me than my 
ife.”” 
ie Umar’s love became so intense that after 
chee loly Prophet’s death, whenever Umar recalled 

¢ Prophet, he would weep and lose consciousness. 
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When his son Abdullah addressed a complaint to 
Umar saying: “Father, my emoluments are lower 
than those of Usama, although I am not inferior to 
him in any way.” Umar replied, “Son, to the Holy 
Prophet, Usama’s father (Zaid) was dearer than your 
father and Usama himself was dearer to him than 
you.” Love requires one to love everything the 
beloved loves. 

The HolyProphetreferring tomembersofhisfamily 
asked : “‘O God, I love them. Love them yourself too, 
and those who love them, love them too.”’ At another 
place he said : “Love Arabia because [aman Arabian 
and if you dislike Arabia you will begin to dislike 
me too.”” , 

Those who project Islam as stoic and do not 
regard love for the Holy Prophet as essential to faith 
should study the lives of the Companions. Therein 
are unique examples of love and attachment. Take 
the battle of Uhud. The Mother of Muslims, 
Ayesha, heard a wounded man crying with pain. She 
came closer to him and offered him water. He was 
gasping for breath and Ayesha heard him say: 
“May the blessings of God be upon the Holy Pro- 
Phet of Islam, I wish somebody could carry ®Y 
message to him, that his slave Ziyad is leaving the 
world.” Ayesha went to the Holy Prophet 4° 
Conveyed the message. Moved, the Holy Prophe! 
came to Ziyad and said: “Ziyad, open your eye 
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[ have come.” Tears began to roll down Ziyad’s 
The Holy Prophet asked, “Ziyad, have you a 
nh?” And Ziyad said : “Holy Prophet, I have 


See, 
eyes: 


¢ wis 
sesh” and crawling he placed his head at the feet 
of the Holy Prophet. His lips moved:slowly : “J am 


satisfied with God as God, with Islam as my religion 
and with Mohammad as the Prophet.” 

Traditions reveal that sometimes a person, not 
perfect in obedience, sins, but as he loves God and 
His Prophet, he is not expelled from Islam and 
Islam treats him kindly. Umar narrates that in the 
Holy Prophet’s time there was a man called Abdul- 
lah. His alias was Hammar and the Prophet often 
found his wit amusing. Once Hammar was whipped 
for being druak. Another day he was again charged 
with the same offence. The Holy Prophet had him 
whipped again. When the punishment was over, a 
person said : “O God, this man is charged with drink- 
ing wine over and over again. May he be cursed.” 
The Holy Prophet retorted : ‘‘Do not curse him. By 
God I know that he loves God and His Prophet.” 

‘The episode proves that Islam does not merely 
enjoin obedience but insists that Muslims love the 
Holy Prophet. It expects (as with Abu Bakr Siddiq) 
on pepe mention of the Prophet’s name should 
He a-throbbing and the eyes a-weeping. 
“a act goin persons who have not yet attain- 

proximity to the Holy Prophet would 
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do well, instead of interpreting events, to tty ang 


- get near him. 
“Thou knowest not the taste of wine (of the Holy 


Prophet’s love), _ 
Until thou hast sampled it.” 
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EVERAL injunctions of the. Holy Quran give 
only summary directions without elaboration. 
Even fundamental matters like prayers, fast- 

ing, pilgrimage and Zakat are summarily touched 
ypon in the Holy Book. No details are provided 


about the number of prostrations in prayers, the’ ¢ 


mode of offering them, the manner of assessing — 
Zakat, the manner of fasting and the performance 
of pilgrimage. Guidance, instead, is found in the 
Commandments of the Holy Prophet. That is why 
the Quran enjoins the Muslims to follow the Holy 
Prophet in all his directions, to be able to act on 
Quranic teachings. God says: 
“Tell them, O Prophet, if they love God, they 
should follow you. God will then love them.’ 
Among the Prophet’s official functions was the 
exposition and elaboration of the Quran. It is said: 
“We have revealed these words to you so that 
you may explain them to the people for whom 
they are meant.” 
a one tried to understand the Quran without 
Tophet’s exposition it would be like expecting 
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a child to read books without a teacher. 
The eminent scholar, Imam Abu Hanifah, has 
said: 
“Tf there had been no Trad 
phet, none of us would 


Quran.” 
If God forbid, the Quran was 4 poetic composi-— 


tion, it might have been possible for the Prophet to 
leave it to its readers’ varied interpretation. But the 
Quran emphasises elimination of all differences and 
holding fast to God. We cannot, by overlooking and 
disregarding the interpretation made by the Holy 
Prophet through his words and deeds, start giving 
our own meaning to them, “my dream was dissolv- 
ed by the variety of its interpretations’. Why all 
Muslims are unanimous on some matters is because 
an attempt has been made to understand Islam and 
the Quran through the Holy Prophet’s Traditions. If 
Muslims bad ignored them fromthe start there 
would have remained hardly any commonness be- 
tween them. It is because of these Traditions that 
when we talk of prayers, Zakat, fasting, pilgrimage 
and other Islamic injunctions, a clear image of our 
unity emerges in our minds. 

Even otherwise, it is a characteristic of hu 
nature that loving somebody leaves an indelible 
imprint about the person, his actions and expres- 
sions, on the mind. Talk to a person who had met 
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ition of the Holy Pro- 
have understood the 


man 
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bal or Quaid-i-Azam and you will find 
yim reminiscing about them, the way they talked 

q dressed, their general bearing and indeed all 
ie details about them he can remember. When 
newspapers and journals bring out commemorative 
issues of these men, special emphasis is laid on their 
thoughts and actions and the reader regards such 
personal anecdotes as instructive. Why do we not 
forget these great men? Because their greatness is 
impressed on our minds and we honour every detail 
of their lives. The same is true of those who love. 
To them, every mood of the beloved is unforget- 
table. 

“Howsoever much I try to forget, 

The memory of the beloved holds.” 

The relationship between the Holy Prophet and 
his Companions is worth studying. The greatness of 
the personality who enjoys the status, ‘““‘To sum up 
after God you are the greatest being,” is lindtless. 
Usama bin Sharik relates another example of abso- 
lute devotion: 

“Tappeared in the presence of the Holy Prophet, 

and saw his Companions sitting around him 

motionless and tongue-tied as if some bird were 
rb hc round over their heads.” 
relates: 

“rf a 

meni barber giving the Holy Prophet a. 
* ¢ Prophet’s Companions sat surround- 
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ing him for the Panpore of gathering his hair» 
When God prohibited. anyone from speaking 
aloud in the Prophet’s Loe one of the Com. 
panions, Sabit bin Qais, started remaining in hj, 
house and stopped visiting the Prophet. The Holy 
Prophet deputed Saad bin Muaz to make enquiries 
about Sabit. When Saad called on Sabit and gaye 
him the Prophet’s message, Sabit said: 
“Speaking in a loud voice has been prohibited. 
You know that among you all, the Prophet's 
Companions, my voice is the loudest: I have 
withdrawn because of the fear my voice might 
invite upon me the fire of Hell.” 

- Such was the impression of the greatness of the 
greatest of men in the minds of the Companions. 
Nothing like it exists in the annals of history. 

Urwa bin Masud was not yet a Muslim when at 
the truce of Hudaibiya he came as a delegate of 
the Quraish. When he returned to the Quraish he 
carried back with him the story of the Companions’ 
devotion to the Prophet. , 

‘O people, I say it on oath. I have had the 0c- 

casion to visit the courts of Caeser, Chroesis and 

ao I have not seen any monarch ue 

ee eentahds his People as Mohammad by a 

his spitis ie si ie pie totes oe. se is 

Collected by a bap isk fall athe OS col 
© Companions, and whoever 
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lects it rubs it on his face and body. Whenever 

Mohammad asks them to do something, there is. 

a rush by the Companions to. comply. When 

Mohammad speaks, their voices are lowered. 

From respect for Mohammad they do not lift 

their eyes to see him.” 

Abdullah bin Zaid who used to give the call to 
prayer was working in his garden when told of the 
Prophet’s death. Immediately he raised his hands 
and said: ‘My God make me blind so that after 
the death of the Holy Prophet I may not see anyone 
with these eyes.” 

These are but a few instances of the bonds be- 
tween the Holy Prophet and his Companions. Those 
seeking details may study books about the Prophet’s. 
Traditions and his biographies. They will find how 
dear, great and eminent he was to his Companions 
Could such devoted Companions who saw their be- 
loved leader at close quarters, and heard his Com- 
mandments from his lips, forget him or about him? 
Sense and reason would say, no. 

The Holy Prophet himself had insisted : 

“Keep these things in view, and the people who 

come after you, inform them.” 

In the plain of Mana addressing one hundred 
thousand Companions the Holy Prophet said: 

“May God prosper the man who listened to me 

and remembered what I said, and then conveyed 
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: se who had not listened.” 
hee emotional love for the Holy Prophet was 
‘added the exhortation of this great and beloveq 
personality, the propagation of his Traditions Teceiy. 
ed further impetus at the hands of his Companions, 
Naturally, the desire to know ‘more Traditions 
increased. Abdullah bin Abbas says: 
“In the search for Traditions I would go to every 
person about whom I was told he had heard 
something from the Holy Prophet. When I called 
on somebody at noon and found he was resting 
I would lie down outside his door. The winds 
blew the dust on my face but I would tarry on 
regardless, until the householder came out of his 
own. Seeing me he would say: ‘O cousin of the 
Prophet, how have.you come?’ I would say: ‘I 
have been told you narrate a Tradition of the 
Holy Prophet and I wanted to hear it from you.’ 
In reply he would say: ‘You could have sent 
somebody for this, or I could have come ovef 
myself,’ at which I would say: ‘It behoves me 
to come to you personally.’ ” 
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COMPILATION OF TRADITIONS 


O PEOPLE whose origin dates back a thou- 
sand years can claim with certainty the com- 
pilation of their religious traditions as con- 

forming to the standards of modern day history- 
writing It is my claim that none but the Muslims 
enjoy this privilege. In truth, the collection of tradi- 
tions and the writing of history originated with 
Muslim historians and traditionists. Before the advent 
ofIslamno other people had ever adopted the truthful 
way of history-writing associated with the historians 
and traditionists of Arabia. They worked with unique 
and unparalleled industry and enthusiasm. Not one 
teligious community has, during the lifetime of its 
prophet, given any importance to his life and ways. 
In spite of their greatness, no attention was paid to 
the ways and sayings of Buddha, Moses and Jesus 
Until years after they were gone. The followers of 
Buddha did not make an attempt to write anaccount 
of his life duriog his lifetime. The companions of 
Moses made no such attempt about him. Those of 
Jesus, no more than twelve in number, are not known 
to have recorded any account pertaining to his life. 

Against this is written evidence that many of the 
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ophet’s Companions kept a record of every, 
ae ee ae or did. These records were passed 
down from generation to generation. The numbe, 
of Companions who recorded personal experienc, 
runs into thousands, and from them this precioys 
heritage has passed down to millions. . 

Historically speaking, the Holy Prophet was the 
first Prophet in the world during whose lifetime the 
number of his followers was counted in tens of 
thousands and they were privileged to hear the 
Prophet’s Message from his own lips. 

Historian al-Qastallani claims that when the Holy 
Prophet performed the last pilgrimage, about two 
hundredthousand Muslims performed itwith himand 
. heard in the plain of Arafat the Sermon perserved in 
history as the Sermon of the Prophet’s Farewell Pil- 
grimage. They were, therefore, eye witnesses of the 
scene.Undoubtedly, thesehundredsofthousandsmust 
have transmitted to their children and tribes the 
whole account of the pilgrimage. So, when the Holy 
Prophet passed away there were already millions who 
had first-hand knowledge of the habits and manners 
of the Prophet and the basic things about Islam- 
frst rian Abdul Hakim and other historians om 
Pro neration of Islam claim that when the BO” 

Phetexpired the majority of his Companions for™ 
eda 8roup of missionarj lusively to the 
dissemination noe aries devoted exclusi ios 

is teachings. Every Compa? 
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residence becameaschoolteachingtheProphet’sTradi- 
tionsandthousandsof Muslims ardently sat at the feet 
of the Companions to hear them. I have no camera 
photographing back in time the scenes of thousands 
of scholars presenting themselves before each Com- 
panion. They carried with them pens, ink and sheets 
of paper, noting down all that their teachers related. 
Inthe succeeding generation of Muslims this interest 
gathered momentum. 

History recounts an occasion when a king’s 
procession was ignored and deserted as soon as 
someone shouted that a Companion or Traditionist 
was near by. The crowd would then run to hear him 
speak. Historian al-Tabari relates that the Abbasid 
Caliph Harun-ur-Rashid was encamping somewhere 
and thousands of people were around him when the 
crier gave the call that Abdullah bin Mubarak had 
arrived. Hearing this the king’s entire camp thinned 
out. Only a few courtiers remaining, the rest had 
tun to Abdullah bin Mubarak. Harun-ur-Rashid was 
greatly upset. He stood up and saw a sea of human- 
ity crowding round Abdullah’s steed. Harun-ur- 
Rashid exclaimed with bitterness: “It appears that 
he is the real king.” He was wrong. Abdullah was 
not the real king. The real king was he whose Tradi- 
tions Abdullah was recounting. The Traditions of 
this noble and pure soul prompted millions of people 
of Arabia, Iraq, Iran, Syria, Egypt and Afvies 45 
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traverse hundreds of miles in search of the Tradj. 
tionists in order to hear ther. hf 

While the compilation of Traditions began in the 
second half of the first century of Hegira, work o, 
them commenced in an organised manner during the 
time of Umar bin Abdul Aziz. 

Historian Abdul Hakim says Umar bin Abdy 
Aziz first ordered their official compilation and the 
‘foremost traditionists of Medina were instructed to 
prepare a special collection. The distinction lay with 
Imam Malik for compiling an unquestionable com- 
pendium of Traditions, which under the title of 
Muwatta Imam Malik, adorns every Islamic library 
to this day. Those subscribing to his school of thought 
claim he heard them recounted by tens of thousands 
of persons and when through Yahya, the pupil of 
Imam Malik, this collection reached Spain, the 
number of persons who read or heard it ran into 
millions. 

Other traditionists of Medina during the same 
age, besides Imam Malik, also compiled collections. 
Fromamong'these the namesofIbn'Hisham, Ibn Ishaq, 
and Ibn Saad top the list. Like the Muwatta of Imam 
Malik the collection of Traditions compiled by these 
authorsareavailableinallIslamiclibraries. Durinsth® 
eo the compilation of Traditions po 

a Hie was so dear to the people that thous®® 
ars compiled them, their works receivin? 
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wide publicity. Other famous compilers were Ibn 
Juraij, Rabib. Subaih, Said bin Abi Aruba, Hammad 
bin Salama, Imam Sufyan Thauri, Imam Auzai, Imam 
Haisama, Mamar, Jarir bin Abdul Hamid, Abdullah 
bin Mubarak, Ubaidullah bin Musa, Musaddad 
Basri, Asad bin Musa, Naim. bin Hammad, Imam 
Ahmad bin Hanbal, Imam Ishaq bin Rahwaih and 
Usman bin Abi Shaiba. 

According to Ibn-ul-Nadim, the title of the col- 
lection of Imam Sufyan Thauri was al-Jami-ul-Kabir 
and al-Jami-ul-Saghir. The traditionist Abu Abdur 
Rahman compiled the book al-Sunan, Ibn Abi al- 
Zinad wrote al-Faraiz, Abdul Malik al-Maghazi, 
and Waki the book al-Sunan. Ibn Abi Aruba, al- 
Walid bin Muslim, Imam Abdur Razzaq, Imam 
Makhui, al-Maruzi, Anmad bin Mohammad Hani, 
Ali bin Madini, al-Mamari, Ibn Abi Haisama, 
Muslim bin Hajjaj, Yahya bin Muin, Ibrahim al- 
Harabi, Ibn Ayyub, Abu Muslim, Ibn Abi Dawud, 
Jafar al-Daqqaq, Mubammad bin Mukhallad, Abu 
‘Abdullabhal-Husain, were all collectors of Traditions. 
They collected them on their own and published 
them as books. 

Imam al-Zahabi, Ibn-ul-Jauzi and al-Subki say 
the number of traditionists who compiled collections 
and undertook research in this behalf ran into hun- 
dreds. Of these, universally famous were Imam 
Malik, Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, Imam Bukhari, 
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Imam Muslim, Imam Tirmizi, Imam Nasai, Imam 
Abu Dawud, Ibn Maja, Daraqutni, al-Baihagi, aj. 
Tahawi and al-Hakim. All these collections have won 
public approval and will be found in every library 
and Islamic institution. 

(1) Continuity from generation to generation. These 
Traditions were communicated by the Companions 
to the next generation and by it without variation to 
the third generation and so on. The Quran has 
reached us through a similar chain. 

(2) Continuity of action. Some practices have con- 
tinued since the dawn of Islam without a break. 
Illustrations are five daily prayers, the call to prayers 
and the number of prostrations in the prayers. 

(3) Chain of authorities. Sometimes a Tradition is 
supported by a number of authorities. The one, 
“Your deeds are to be judged in the light of your 
intention,” has been related by seven hundred Giffer- 
ent persons. The Tradition about the finality of 
Prophethood has been narrated by five hundred 
Companions. 

(4) Continuity of common versions. In the Tradi- 
tions relating to miracles every event is unique but 

’ in all Traditions the common factor is that all mit- 
acles are traceable to the Holy Prophet. Even among 
the non-continuous Traditions there are several 
narrated by eight. to ten persons. The traditionists 
(God grant them Paradise) have taken great pains 
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to elaborate the Traditions. For the preservation of 
Traditions the traditionists have formulated fifty- 
two disciplines. There cannot be the slightest doubt 
about their veracity. ; 

1 shall now refer to some of the basic disciplines. 

(1) Technical terms of the Hadith. This deals with 
the basic technical terms used in Hadith. 

(2) Criticism and judgment of Hadith. Eminent 
traditionists have subjected the narrators to criticism 
and have discussed their character, words and deeds, 
no narrator escaping analysis. The well-known 
books are Taujih-ul-Nazar and Qawaid-ul-Hadith. 

(3) The narrators of Hadith. This is the greatest 
discipline about Hadith. The traditionists worked 
very hard and as a result of a lifetime of labour 
produced works extending over several volumes. 
Traditionist Ibn Saad was the founder of this 
discipline and his book Tabagat Ilm Asma-ur-Rijal 
is the first standard publication on the subject. Ton 
Saad was a contemporary of Imam Malik and of the 
historians Ibn Ishaq, al-Waqidi and Ibn Hisham. In 
rank he is next to Imam Malik. His book Tabagat 
Ibn Saad adorns every Islamic library. In this com- 
Pilation of several volumes are biographical sketches 
of all the narrators of Hadith from among the Com- 
das and the two succeeding generations. After 
a0 Saad in the Abbasid period and in the subse- 

nt periods the subject was of great interest to the 


$13] 105 
toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


TAL TRUTHS 
Ch. 11] FUNDAMEN 


scholars of Traditions. Nevertheless, the book that 
broke all popular records included : Imam Bukhari’, 
al-Tarikh-ul-Kabir, Imam Ibn Hijr’s Lisan-ul-Mizan, 
Imam al-Zahabi’s books Tazkarat-ul Huffaz, T, abagat. 
ul-Mashahir and Mizan-ul-Itidal, Yon Qutaiba’s gj. 
Maarif, Ibn-ul-Jauzi’s al-Muntazim, al-Nawawi’s 
Tahzib-ul-Asma, al-Khatib’s ‘‘History of Baghdad,” 
Ibn Abdul Barr’s al-Istiab, and al-Sabki’s Tabaqat-ul- 
Shafiya. 

(4) Subject-matter and character of Traditions. 
Under this discipline various traditions have been 
classified subject-wise. Imam Suyuti has classified 
the Traditions in two volumes. Relevant and famous 
are the books of Mulla Ali Qari and Allama Tahir 
Fatanni. 

(5) Genuineness of Traditions. By this discipline 
we can sift the genuine from the spurious Traditions. 

(6) Coordination of Traditions. This discipline 
coordinates the Traditions and reconciles those that 
appear to be conflicting and inconsistent, Famous 
studies are Tawil Mukhtalif-ul-Hadith by Ibn Qutaiba, 
and Ikhtilaf-ul-Hadith by Imam Shafi’. 

(7) Genealogy of thenarrators of Traditions : treats 
with the narrators’ genealogy. Most well-know? 
book is Ansab-ul-Rijal-ul- Hadith. 

(8) The Companions: discusses the names of the 
Companions, Imam Bukhari’s al-Tarikh-ul-Kabir Be 
Ton Abdul Barr Maliki’s al-Istiab are standard 60° 
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4 the subject. : 

(9) The narrators and compilers. {n many cases the 
narrators have similar names, such as Husain and 
pusain- These names have been gathered and 
separate accounts given of each. A compilation by 
jbn Hajr is the standard work on the subject. 

(10) Difficult words. Traditions which are difficult 
of interpretation or are in apparent conflict with the — 
Quran have been explained. Standard work: Imam 
Tahawi’s Mushkil-ul-Asar. i 

(11) Jurisprudence of Traditions : deals withthe legal 
aspect of matters arising out of Traditions Well- 
known books on the subject include Alam-ul- 
Muwaqqi?in by Ibn Qayyim, and Hujjatullah-ul- 
Baligha by Shah Wali Ullah Dehalvi. 

(12) Indexing of Traditions. If you know only a 
part of a Tradition and are interested in knowing 
its full contents and authority, indexes prepared by 
the Traditionists are available. In the sixth century 
AH. Hafiz Ali Ibn Asakir wrote book ‘on the sub- 
ject, bearing the title al-Ashraf ala Marifat-ul-Atraf. 
A book by Suyuti is also well known. The Orien- 
talists have aleo compiled a book published in Egypt 
under the title of Miftah-ul-Sunnah. 

(13) The Traditionists: treats with the Tradition- 


ists with particular reference to the dates of their 
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inreligion. Standard works include Miftah-ul-Janng, 
by Imam Suyuti, Kitab-ul-Risala and Kitab-ul-Um, 
(7th volume) by Imam Shafi i, al-Muwafagat (2ng 
volume) by Imam Jbn Qayyim. 

These are some of the examples of the labours 
of eminent traditionists. It can be said without fea; 
of contradiction that no community in the world to 
this time has been able to preserve an account of 
the life of its Prophet or of any leader in such detail 
as the ‘Companions and their followers did of the 
Prophet of Islam. The Holy Prophet has passed away 
but his Traditions live on, documented and preserv- 
ed to secure the blessings of his vision for humanity. 

Allama Iqbal has aptly said: 

“The meaning of the Vision of the last of the 

Prophets is, 

That you should follow in every way his conm- 

mandments; 

In the world live like the Holy Prophet, 

So that he is the end-all and be-all of your exist- 

ence. 

Then look at yourself, and that is his Vision, 

His Traditions are the key to the wealth of his 

knowledge.” 


108 [ § 18 


toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


19 


I es ae a 


FINALITY OF PROPHETHOOD 


STUDY of the Holy Prophet of Islam would 
be incomplete without appreciating that he 
was the last of the Prophets and there will be 

no other prophet after him. This basic belief has 
welded into one fraternity all who have faith in 
God and His Messenger by removing every racial 
and material distinction between them. The belief 
proclaims that whatever guidance and instruction 
were needed from God by mankind have been receiv- 
ed; creeds and deeds which led to heresy have been 
indicated and attributes by which men of faith can 
be recognised have been expounded It is no longer 
necessary to have faith in any other teaching, nor 
does Islam or heresy depend on individual acknow- 
ledgment. Anyone not acknowledging the finality of 
Prophethood of the Holy Prophet of Islam wants to 
strike at the roots of Islam’s solidarity, create dis- 
unity and dissension in its ranks and is out to destroy 
the very basis on which the concept of universal 
Islamic brotherhood is founded. 

The importance of the doctrine of the finality of 
Prophethood has a high place in our religion. If a 
man has faith in the Holy Prophet but he does not. 
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believe he was the last of the Prophets, such 4 man’s 
place in Islamic society and before God and bis faith 
in Islam is of little value. More than fourteen cen. 
turies have passed since the Holy Prophet was 
commissioned, but in every age Muslims have 
regarded the doctrine of. Finality as their faith’s 
mainstay. So strict were our predecessors in this 
matter that when during the time of Imam Abu 
Hanifa a person Claimed prophethood, the Imam 
ordained as heretic not only a believer in the false 
one but also the man who asked the false one for 
proof in support of his claim. If Islam had not been 
perfect and was not able to cater to the require- 
ments of a developing world society, there may have 
been need for another prophet. But God Himself 
perfected the Holy Prophet and the religion. ‘Today, 
I have perfected your religion.”” He had thus spoken 
‘Out unequivocally. And that was the end of the 
matter. The Holy Prophet himself explained his 
Finality thus: 
“My example and that of the preceding Prophets 
is of a palace where a vacant place had been left 
for a brick. Those who see it would wonder why 
space for a brick had been left vacant. I am that 
brick.” fi 
aie ni) Prophet was most kind to his wine 
disk eae fr, in fact, than a parent. Because a 
~ 1 Rot leave anything vague about prophe! 
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pood, explaining everything in clear terms, identify- : 
jog the impending dangers and indicating the signs 
Jeading to the Day of Resurrection. He threw light 
onevery matter with which his community was to be 
concerned in the course of time. So concerned was 
he to fulfil the requirements of his high office that 
the Holy Prophet was not satisfied until, on the 
occasion of the Farewell Pilgrimage, he got an 
acknowledgment from his followers: 

“Yes, you have communicated the message of 

God, and have discharged this responsibility.” 

If the Sacred Being Who had enlightened His 
people on all aspects of the present, past and future, 
was tosend down another prophet, He would certain- 
ly have indicated his coming. Those, therefore, who 
consider the possibility of a continuing process of 
prophethood, in fact insinuate that the Holy Prophet 
had not performed his obligations, a charge no 
Muslim in his senses could accept. 

Ibe Quran carries at least one hundred verses 
referring directly or indirectly to the Finality of Pro- 
phethood. The Traditions also provide more than a 
hundred sources in support. If, these irrefutable 
Proofs notwithstanding, someone with ridiculous 
and vague arguments denies the doctrine of Finality 
he clearly wants to create divisiveness in the com- 
munity in order to strengthen the hands of Islam’, 
enemies. The Bible has said : 
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rophets, which come 
mesg Ot tine but inwardly they Bis 
sane wolves. Ye shall know them by thei; 
fruits. Do men gather grape of thorns, or figs of 
thistles?” (Mathews, 7; 15-16). ae 
There are many implications of the doctrine of 
the Finality. Every Muslim should, however, absorb 
one or two matters about its philosophy and mes. 
sage. It is evident that the community owing allegi- 
ance to the Last of the Prophets, and whose prophet- 
hood is eternal, must, because of it, enjoy a position 
of leadership till the Day of Resurrection. If the 
Prophet was the last of the Prophets, his community 
must be the last of the religious communities, and 
will show the right path to all others. In his poem 
Rumuz-i-Bekhudi Allama Iqbal has expressed himself 
on the doctrine of Finality in the following terms: 
Thus God finalised the religious law with us; 
With our Prophet the process of prophethood 
was ended; 
Now the lustre of the times is because of. us, 
Our Prophet is the last of the Prophets and we 
the last of the communities. 
oo duty of the cup-bearer has been entrusted 
0 us, 
We carry the last of the cups; 


It is God’s favour that there will be no Prophet 
after ours, fi 
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This favour of the Finality of Prophethood pro- 
tects the honour and integrity of the religion of 
Mohammad, 

This is the source of the strength to the com- 
munity, 

And this the secret of the community’s unity ; 
God has rejected every other claim. . 
Islam alone is to be sustained till eternity. 
Because of this doctrine a Muslim severs 

The heart from all but God, 

And proclaims, no other after the Muslims shall 
come a community. 
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Since the day thou camest into being, 

Thou hast been fire, dust, or air. 

If, thus, perpetuity was to be thine, 

Wouldst thou this progress attain? - 

In place of the present existence 

Thou mayest another one expect. 

This eternity thou hast through death attained, 

Why then from death thou turnest the face? 
—Maulana Rumi 
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BELIEF IN THE HEREAFTER 


ITH faith in one God and all His qualities, 
it becomes clear that He is not blind or 
deaf, but possesses the highest attributes. He 

is at once as fair, wise, masterful and merciful as 
He is kind, powerful and omnipotent. These and 
all His attributes are demonstrably visible in every 
nook and corner of the universe. Considered care- 
fully, the doctrine of the life hereafter will appear 
as a self-evident and logical sequence of these 
attributes. 

If God is just, reason would dictate that He 
reward the Believers and punish the disobedient 
and the disbelievers; that each should get his due 
for what he says or does; that the righteous ones 
should succeed and the bad ones fail. But what 
is actually happening? Those who do not under- 
stand anything by the name of God are rolling 
in luxury. They play with wealth and cba 
mute in plush motor cars and aeroplanes. On 
the other hand, those who believe in Him and spend 
their lives carrying out His injunctions are usuall 
poor and in economic difficulties. If the world st 
to end right now, God’s attribute of justice wi]] have 
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ning. 

nO oe is all-knowing and none of His acts Jag, 
wisdom. But supposing the world were suddenly to 
dissolve, life’s workshop to disintegrate Without 
achieving any purpose and human character to yp, 
ceremoniously disappear from the world stage, who 
would believe God to be wise and all-knowing? 
Reason and wisdom demand that the world shoulg 
not come to an end in a purposeless way, but by 
wisdom. 

We concede that God is the fountain of bound- 
less mercy and kindness. It cannot, therefore, be 
inferred that the world’s underdogs will not be 
compensated by Him with kindness and their griev- 
ances not redressed. There were thousands like 
them who were made to lie on burning charcoal, 
expelled from their homes or hacked to death for 
uttering His name. He will certainly compensate 
them for suffering for His sake and wili make them 
happy with the pleasures of eternal life. If this were 
not so, His quality of mercy would be open to ques 
tion. No one believing in the Unity of God could 
ever accept such a blasphemy. 

The doctrine of Unity postulates that God is the 
ae cere rulers and His sovereignty and supreme 
wnt a over all. How, then, can it be pone 
abs will be no court of this real Sove a? 

ts guilty and the rebels will not be punish 
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When we cannot envisage this for the world of 
ordinary, petty rulers, how can we believe otherwise 
of the greatest Sovereign? 

Considering God’s great attributes one’s mind 
attests that there must be another world where the 
iniquities of this one would be corrected and God’s 
qualities vindicated. This is the conclusion of un- 
erring reason. The well-known statesman and wise 
leader of the Quraish, Amr bin al-As, irritated at 
being invited to embrace Islam, migrated to Abys- 
sinia. It is said a young man of the Quraish came 
to him and said: ‘O Abu Abdullah, people feel that 
you are inclined towards Mohammad (peace be on 
him).” Amr asked the young man to meet him at 
an appointed time and place. When the two met 
Ibn al-As said to the youth: “I ask you on oath 
whether we are in the right, or the Iranians and the 
Byzantines.” The young man replied unhesitatingly : 
“We.” Amr bin al-As then softly enquired : “What, 
then, is the use of righteousness when materially 
they are more advanced than us? My mind bears 
out that whatever Mohammad (peace be upon him) 
says about the hereafter is correct. Indeed, in the 
hereafter alone will righteousness be paid for with 
tighteousness and evil with evil.” It follows that if 
from the material point of view the result of 
tighteousness is what we see in the world, no 
One will call God merciful. Amr bin al-As had 


$1] 119 
toobaa-elibrary.blogspot.com 


Ch. III] FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS 


questioned his companion on oath, so that proof 
was furnished of the hereafter in the light of faith 
jn.God. Muslim scholars have regarded the doctrine 
of life hereafter as a corollary to that of the Unity 
of God. If there is faith in the latter, it would guide 
one to faith in the hereafter. But if doubts linger 
one can only commisserate with the ignorant. 

The Holy Quran has held people who deny the 
hereafter as deniers of God. It says: ; 

“And now if you are to wonder, the point for 

wonder is the view of the persons who say after 

death: We are converted to dust; how can we be 

resurrected? ; 

Verily these are the people who deny their God.” 
In the same verse it is also said: 

“‘And these are the people around whose necks 

shall be chains. They are doomed to Hell and in 

Hell shall they remain.” 
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it can be said that existence or non-existence 
of life after death being supernatural matters it 
should not be the basis of Islam and faith, as are 
the doctrines of God’s Unity and Prophethood. But 
by such denial faith and religion itself is endangered. 
Religion aims at making man righteous and obedient 
to God. The innate nature of man is the motivating 
force. But it is so weak that often his animal nature 
dominates it. Search for popularity, private gain and 
other temporary and ephemeral etceteras dominate 
over and tend to make a man go the wrong way. If 
he has no faith in the hereafter and believes no 
sovereign power will call him to account for what 
he makes of life on earth, he is likely to give himself 
up to license, take bribe, commit adultery and thrive 
on evil instead of treading the thorny path of right- 
eousness. There are constant impediments in the 
way of a righteous man. 
Obstacles, all the way up his alley, 
Come! Return ere your life forfeit be. 
One could say one’s conscience was the best 
guide but did you ever think what is conscience? Itis 
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not a stable or unchanging thing. It is possibl, that 
over a matter for which my conscience blames le 
your conscience may remain unaffected. In the same 
way things objectionable to the conscience of a 
Hindu may not be offensive to the conscience of g 
Muslim. There is a world of difference between the 
conscience of one who believes in God and of an 
atheist. Why? Because conscience works within the 
framework of human doctrines, ideologies and par- 
ticular ways of life. If conscience is like that, who 
can claim it to be enough for inspiring righteousness? 
In order, therefore, to improve ourselves and pro- 
ceed along the ways of righteousness, we must have 
faith in the hereafter and develop the conviction 
that after death we shall be accountable for every 
moment of our life. Such a conviction alone will 
prevent overt and covert sins and, by training con- 
science along right lines, makes it truly representa- 
tive of righteousness. 


Ww 
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BASIC SOLUTION OF DOUBTS AND 
AMBIGUITIES 


S over the doctrine of God’s Unity, intellect 
A raises questions about the hereafter, but on 
what subject questions cannot be asked? [thas 
already been discussed that, while Islamic doctrines 
cannot be held contrary to reason, so much can be said 
about them that these cannot be grasped by intellect. 
If, therefore, we deny the basic truths, who would 
be more foolish and ignorant than us? If a well-frog 
feels there is no world outside its well, who would 
agree with it? If a child in his mother’s womb takes 
it to be the entire universe, who would believe him? 
He may well say that beyond the womb he cannot 
imagine another world Maulana Rumi criticising 
intellect-worship has well said: 
“You who merely dwell in a noisy spring, 
What do you know of rivers like the Oxus and 
the Euphrates as well? 
At another place, Rumi said: 
“The insect that lives within a stone, 
For it the stone is the sky and the earth.” 
If the insect that resides within a stone considers 
the sky and the earth to be within the stone, it cannot 
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be blamed; the poor creature has reached the Con. 
clusion that what cannot be seen and js beyong 
intellect cannot be believed. What is YOur verdicts 
Would you believe intellect to be everyting or would 
you give some recognition to conscience, intuition 
universal signs and the evidence of Prophets? The 
Holy Quran says about those who do not believe in 
the hereafter: 
“Not, that is not the fact. The truth is that that 
which they could not comprehend through their 
intelligence -and the result whereof has not 
appeared, they are inclined to falsify.” 
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SCIENCE AND THE HEREAFTER 


T will be conceded that the modern age has de- 
monstrated like never before the greatness of 
human intellect in developing Science. That is 

why cynics often quote the views of scientists, find- 
ing in them intellectual props to deny God and the 
hereafter. But the fact is that scientists and emi- 
nent Western thinkers acknowledge that such matters 
as the hereafter, revelation and allied realities are 
beyond the competence of Science. The matter does 
not rest there. Now Western scholars who deify 
intellect are openly coming round to the belief that 
one day the world will be completely destroyed. 
Undoubtedly, the invention of the nuclear bomb is 
agreat development, but Bertrand Russell sees there- 
1 the ultimate destruction of the world. In the 
Winter of 1948, in a radio broadcast from B.B.C. he 
Said: 

“If nuclear bombs are exploded in large numbers 

(and if the chain of great wars continues, it is 

evident that they will be used), some experts of 

Physics hold (and their view commands respect) 

that the bombs would create radiation which when 

dissolved in air would destroy every form of life, 
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andafterafewyearsour earth would be completely 
divested of human beings, animals and Plants,» 
Bertrand Russell has gone a step further jp his 
book Religion and Science: 
“The laws which are the cause of Progress ma 
become the cause of disintegration as wel}, One 
day the sun will get cold and life would come to an 
end. The entire history of animal and plant life 
on earth is confined to the intervening Period 
between very hot and very cold ages. Progressive 
evolution is no law but the pendulum of progress 
and decadence keeps moving and, undoubtedly, 
due to the disintegration of the universal forces 
there is a tendency for it to move downwards.” 
Some people may not believe in the limitations 
of Science at the instance of Lord Russell. There- 
fore, in his book Religion and Science, he has quoted 
several scholars in support of his view. Study. these 
thoughts and say whether it would be. in order to 
hold that science was Opposed to the-doctrine of 
the life hereafter? 
Sir Arthur Thomson says: 
“Science in its scientific ‘capacity never. asks 
‘Why’. It docs not probe the: purpose of creation. 
Science does not claim to be the starting point of 
Teality or its foundation Stone. In suprasensory 
feelings and spiritual matters, Science is helpless 
10 applying itself, : 
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jnorski sayS: 
«Revelation and intuition are experiences beyond 
the scope of Science.” 
.. Arthur Thomson further writes: 

oF gcience cannot furnish the answer to ‘Why’. 
put religion can answer why the stars were 
created, the planets split up from the sun, the earth 
was created, or how, after all, life came into 
existence.” 

professor J.S. Haldane reached the conclusion: 

“Jn our innate true practical concepts, truth, 

sacrifice, beautly, and in the: principles of 

fraternity arising from such values, we can have a 

vision of God.”’ 

After quoting these views, and numerous similar 
ones, Bertrand Russell, acknowledging the imita- 
tions of Science, has observed: ‘‘Science can do 
nothing about values and in respect of such matters 
as ‘Love is better than hatred,” or ‘Mercy is superior 
to oppression,” it can express no opinion.” 

Presumably you may say that if Science does not 
deny doctrines about life hereafter or other super- 
natural matters, it does not recognise their possi- 
bility either. Read another quotation. The famous 
British scientist Mr Hoyle Jooked at the universe 
through the 200” diameter telescope at Mount Palo- 
Mar. His observations were published in the Morning 
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“In this universe everything is possible. If there 
is any such thing as spiritualism there js Scope 
for it in the universe. And if paradise and he} 
are anything there is scope for them also in the 
universe.” 
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“WHO LOSES? 


HOSE who do not believe in the ‘hereafter 
speculate that the world would be destroyed 
one day and no sign of life left thereafter. We 

have used the word “speculate” to show that they 
cannot back up their views with any proof. They 
merely presume that no world will succeed the 
present one and a presumption is not necessarily 
correct. Even if those who do not believe in the 
hereafter, disregard Islamic injunctions and are not 
in after life called to account—as they think they 
won’t be—is that a reason for them to commit excess- 
es and irregularities in the mortal world and 
generally behave like libertines? But if their smug 
presumptions prove baseless, being against the view 
held by a great majority of people at all times, their 
mundane pleasures would invite severe punishment 
as ordained, and they will pay a heavy price for their 
waywardness. Men who have unshakable faith in 
what the Prophets said are above question, as their 
faith does not stand in need of argument. The argu- 
ment is directed to the irrational beings who, even 
in matters beyond the competence of intellect, are 
keen to get its verdict. Why do they, despite the 
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dangers inherent in their presumptions, insist P 
speculation ?Do we not, in order to ward off diseas. 
submit ourselves to a strict regime? Is the Warnin, 
of the Day of Resurrection of lesser danger tha, 
that of ill-health? 
In advancing the argument we are about to Make 
let us not be misunderstood, God forbid, to p, 
resorting to the devil’s ways of doubting truth. Our 
object is to explain things to the intellectual worlq 
in terms it understands, of loss and gain—it being 
incapable of understanding anything through faith, 
Ali (may the mercy of God be upon him), while 
holding discourse with a heretic, said: 
“If things are as you say (that there is no God), 
then I am saved and you are saved. And if things 
are as I say (that there is God), then I am saved 
and you are caught and will be punished for all 
time.” ; 
In his book Kimiya-i-Saadat,. Imam Ghazali has 
explained this point in detail: 
“And this statement which the Caliph of the 
Muslims, Ali, made was not because he had any 
doubt about the existence of God, but because 
such approach was in accordance with the intel- 
lectual level of the heretic who could not under 
a argument based on faith. This furnishes 
hae ground to realise that he who, insted 
“guarding his interests in the world to com® 
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getsinvolved in other things is foolish, his failure 
to ponder over the hereafter being due to the 
dominion over him of worldly temptations, which 
Jeave him no time for spiritual thinking. And he 
who believes in punishment in the hereafter, he 
whose faith in this is overwhelming or whose 
faith from the viewpoint of reason is weak, it 
behoves them all that they escape from this great 
danger and follow the way of care and caution.” 
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SOME SCENES OF THE HEREAFTER 
IN THE QURAN 


Attendance of the Guilty in the Court of God 
on the Day of Resurrection 


‘Make them fear that day when the earth and 
the sky shall be transformed and become some- 
thing else; and all of them sliall appear unveiled 
before the Almighty and Powerful God; that day 
you will see the guilty with their hands and feet 
chained. They will be wearing a dress of charcoal, 
and the flames of fire shall cover their faces” (Sura 
Ibrahim, Verses 48-50). 


Witnesses will appear 


“Today We shall put the seal on their mouths. 
And their hands will tell Us what they had been 
doing and their feet will give evidence of where they 
had moved about’’ (Sura Yasin). 

“Their ears, their eyes, and their bodies would 
give evidence as to what they had been doing. They 
would ask their bodies as to why they had givet 
evidence against them. They would answer that 
ai has given the power of speech to all things 

So endowed them with the power of speech 
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Sura Ha-Mim). 
Ransom will be of no avail 

“For any person who has been guilty of oppres- 
sion and tyranny and possesses the wealth of the 
entire world and is prepared to pay it as ransome for 
escaping from the punishment in the hereafter, such 
ransom shall be of no avail. When such people 
become aware of the punishment that awaits them, 
they shall in their hearts feel great regret. But they 
shall be judged on merit, and they shall not be the 
victims of any injustice” (Sura Yunus, Verse 55). 


Dependence on wealth and friends 
“<Q Prophet, tell My servants who have faith that 
they should establish prayer, and from whatever We 
have given them they should publicly and privately 
spend in the way of God, to prepare for the day 
when wealth shall be of no avail, and friends shall 
not beable tohelpfriends”’ (Sura Ibrahim, Verse 31). 


Expressions of humility and innocence 
on the part of leaders 
“And when all such people shall be uncovered 
before God, then from them such persons who were 
weak in the world shall say to those who had become 
great: ‘In the world we were under you; can you 
now do something to save us from the punishment 
of God?’ They would reply: ‘If God had shown us 
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a way to escape, we would have shown it to you too, 
But here all are equal. Howsoever we may lamen; 
to strive, there is no possibility for us being saved |» 
(Sura Ibrahim, Verse 21). 

“And when the persons guilty of polytheism in 
the world see the things they made partners of God, 
they will say: ‘O God, these are the things whom 
we made Thy partners and whom we used to invoke 
disregarding Thee. Thereupon the things whom they 
had worshipped wouid declare: ‘You are false’” 
(Sura al-Nahl, Verse 86). 

Regret of the followers 

“When the leaders show indifference to their 
followers and both leaders and followers become 
aware of the chastisement of God, their mutual 
relationship would come to an end and the followers 
would say with regret that if they were to go to the 
world again, they would show their disregard of 


those who had disregarded them” (Sura al-Baqara, 
Verse 19). 


Remorse of the Guilty 
“Verily the Messenger of our God brought the 
truth Then, will we now get someone who would 
ee rite ade in our favour? Or we might 
ing the mae again so that, instead of follow- 
the ieht on, s ‘rroneous ways, we may now follow 
> and Strictly comply with the Com- 
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ments of God” (Sura al-Araf, Verse 6). 
The End 

“The persons who favoured the way of righteous- 
ness, for them there will be righteousness and further 
beneficence of God. Their faces would be immune 
to. blackness and humiliation of evil. They are 
worthy of Paradise where they will live for ever. 
And the people who sinned shall reap as they had 
sown. They shall be humiliated and disgraced. There 
will be no one to save them from the punishment 
of God. Their faces shall be enveloped in darkness 
as if the curtain of night hung over them. They are 
fit for Hell; where they will remain for ever” (Sura 
Yunus, Verses 26-27). 


mand 
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SOME SCENES OF THE LIFE HEREAFTER 
IN THE HADITH 


- Three Groups. Abu Huraira has narrated that the 
Holy Prophet said that on the Day of Resurrection 
all the people will be raised in three different 
categories and groups. One will comprise of persons 
who would walk on foot ; persons in the second group 
would ride ; and those in the third group would walk 
on their faces. Abu Huraira asked : “‘Prophet of God, 
how shall these persons of the third group walk on 
their faces?” The Holy Prophet replied: “‘“He who 
made them walk on foot has the power to make them 
walk on their faces.’ Let it be remembered that such 
people would escape from trials and tribulations of 
the world through their mouths (Tirmizi). 

The lightest punishment of all. There is a narration 
by Numan bin Bashir. He says the Holy Prophet 
Said that from among those in Hell, the one subject 
to the lightest punishment will be he whose shoes 
and their laces shall be of fire. With the heat of those 
his brain shall boil, the way a kettle boils 08 
aa = not think any punishment could 
ica. a an that, although his punishment would 

‘ghtest compared to that of other in Hell 
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(pukhari and Muslim). 

The food of those in Hell. Abu Said Khudri has 
quoted the Holy Prophet as saying that the Quran 
says pus OF purulent discharge that would flow from 
the wounds of those condemned to Hell shall be 
their food in intense hunger. Its smell would be so 
noxious that if a bucketful of it were thrown on the 
world, the entire world would stink with its odour 
and rottenness” (Tirmizi). 

And Paradise. Abu Huraira narrates that the 
Holy Prophet said God has declared that for His 
virtuous servants He has created such things as no 
eye has ever seen, and no car has ever heard, and 
the thought or apprehension of which has never 
crossed the human mind (Bukhari and Muslim). 

Study these details furnished by the Quran and the 
Hadith and consider what great trials we are going to 
face in the next world. If we succeed, no one would 
be more fortunate, and if we fail, in'spite of our pro- 
gress and prosperity, no one would be more unfor- 
tunate and miserable than we. How are people who 
spend so much on petty litigation no prepared to 
spare money, time and labour for the greatest of 
trials in the court of God in the hereafter? On this 
trial will depend their eternal pleasure and honour, 
disgrace and distress. But they have no time for it. 
“© ye who have eyes, be warned, and take a lesson 


from this.” 
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OUR RIGHTEOUS PREDECESSORS AND 
THE FEAR OF THE DAY OF 
JUDGMENT 


HENEVER the greatest of.men, the Holy 
Prophet of Islam, in the course of prayer 
recited a verse from the Holy Quran bear- 

ing on the Day of Judgment, a convulsion of weeping 
and sobbing would seize him. Such lamentations 
adversely affected his health. The Companions said: 
“Prophet of God, you have aged.’ The Holy 
Prophet would then refer to the Chapters of the 
Holy Quran which highlighted the punishment on 
the Day of Judgment and say: 

“Sura Hud, Sura Waqia, Sura Mursalat, Sura 

Amm Yatasaalun, and Sura Takwir have made 

me old” (Tirmizi). 

Next to the Holy Prophet, his Companions are 
the great leaders of the Muslims. Who does n0t 
know of their worth in the eyes of God and His 
Prophet? Some during their lifetime were give? 
= happy news of Paradise by the Holy Prophet, 
; ped i of this they remained restless and go 

Contemplating the terrible punishme? 
on the Day of Judgment. Abu Bakr Siddig was 8° 
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overwhelmed with fear that when he saw a sparrow 


erching on a tree he said to it: 

: “O ee how fortunate you are! I wish I had 

been like you. You sit on a tree, eat its fruit and | 
then fly away. You are not held to any account. 

Oh, I wish I were a tree by the wayside. A camel 

would pass by, catch hold of me, feed on me, 

chew me, and in this way humiliate me and then 
throw me out as excreta.. I would wish for all 
that, but I wish I had not been 2 man” (Kanz-ul- 

Amma). 

According to Sahih Bukhari, the powerful and 
mighty Umar Faruq, on hearing whose name even 
Caesar and Chroesis shuddered, said at the point of 
death: 

“By God, if I had gold equal to the weight of 

the earth, I would give all of it away in exchange 

for redemption from punishment on the Day of 

Judgment.” : 

Anothertime Caliph Umar was carrying somefood 
for a poor woman among his subjects. His servant 
said : “O leader of the Muslims, why are you carrying 
this load when I am here to do so?” Umar replied, 
“You may carry my load today, but who will carry 
it for me on the Day of Judgment?” ° 

Zarrar Asadi relates that he had accompanied 
Ali in various battles. He noticed that towards dawn 
when the last of the stars was about to disappear, 
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Ali would wake up and catching his beard 
hand show such restlessness as if a snake p 
him and would exclaim: 

“O world! do not deceive me; deceive 

Why are you after me? I have divorced yo 

and I would not cancel the divorce. 9 world! 

your life is very short, and to run after you ig 
futile. Ah me! I have a long way to gO and the 
provisions for my journey are very meagre.” 

In the generation of Muslims succeeding 
the Companions the place of Imam Abu Hanifa 
needs no recapitulation. To this day, millions of 
Muslims follow his exposition of the Islamic Law. 
About him Yazid bin Kumait relates: Once Yazid 
was with the Imam at the night prayers and the 
Imam recited Sura Iza zulzalat. People went away 
after saying their prayers but the great Imam sat on. 
Yazid saw that the Imam was sobbing and, fearing 
he might be interrupting, Yazid also withdrew. 
When he came back to the mosque early next 
morning, he saw the Imam still where he was, look- 
ng distressed. Beard in hand, he was saying midst 
gtief and tear: 

ee Being, Who takes into qooount ss 

< ik good and bad, please save Thy =F 
wd Hanifa) from the fire of eo si 
iin Khaushab has said that he ha ‘cil 
More afraid of the Day of Resurrect! 
a $8 
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than Hasan Basri and Umar bin Abdul Aziz. These 
men were so afraid that it appeared as if Hell itself 
had been created for them (Sirat Umar bin Abdul 
Aziz). 

It is seen how great personages who illumined 
the dark world were themselves worried and sensi- 
tive of being called to. account on the Day of. 
Judgment. This fear was, in fact, the reason for 
their greatness. In whatever way they lived and 
wherever they lived, they felt they would be called 
to account for every word and deed. ; 

Thus, their attitude towards God and men was 
unigue. When in power, they worked day and night _ 
at their duties ; when God’s devotees, they set up the 
finest examples of sympathy for His creaiures. The 
peace, contentment, happiness and satisfaction that 
reigned during their time is not available, to a 
tenth degree, in this so-called age of progress. 

You may well have thought why contentment 
has vanished from the minds of men; why the world 
yearns for peace and tranquillity; why, in spite of 
the many inventions and development of knowledge 
and art, man has become a ‘“‘lamb in wolf’s clothing.” 
This is so because men have forgotten about the 
Day of Judgment which holds no terror for them. 

The universal destruction and devastation that 
followed in the wake of the First World War was 


an eye-opener. In 1920 the League of Nations was 
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established and made responsible for the Preserya. 
tion of peace in the world. Its annual budget exceed. 
ed a million pounds but it proved to be an CXerCcige 
in futility. Later, member nations of this organis,. 
tion fought among themselves a war a-hundred times 
more terrible than the first one. So the League of 
Nations was dissolved After the Second World War, 
fifty-nine nations pledged to establish a new organi. 
sation by the name of ‘‘United Nations’. Magnificent 
offices have been set up for it, but even this organi- 
sation, it is being realised, has failed to remedy the 
world’s maladies. Today, the world echoes to the 
drumbeat of a possible third world war. 

If only one could convince mankind that redress 
of its wrongs does not lie with the League of Nations 
or the United Nations! The sole remedy, as the 
Quran teaches, and on the basis of the unity of 
mankind, is a just and fair organisation, and through 
implicit faith in and fear of the Day of Judgment. 
Such a consummation would give the world the 
peace and happiness it desires. 
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LINK BETWEEN THE WORLD AND 
THE HEREAFTER 


OW should one view the mutual relationship 

H of the world with the hereafter? As with other 

problems of human life, people in this impor- 

tant matter also are susceptible to over-and under- 
estimation. 

There are those who, holding the worldto be 
polluted and unholy, regard withdrawal from it as 
necessary. For them ultimate salvation lies in for- 
swearing mundane pleasures and choosing asceti- 
cism. There are others who, by holding that Islam 
and worldliness are synonymous, stand on the 
threshold of world-worship. 

Viewed justly, both these beliefs of the world 
and the hereafter do not conform to Islamic thought. 

If turning one’s face from the world were neces- 
sary, and if all human preoccupations were evil, the 
Holy Prophet would never have declared the earn- 
ing of one’s bread as obligatory. According to a 
famous hadith, he was pleased to say: “After the 
fulfilment of religious obligations according to 
Islam, the striving for lawful livelihood is an obliga- 
tion.” The striving for lawful livelihood has been 
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declared an imperative, and not discretionary like 
Sunnat or Wajib. On another occasion the Holy 
prophet said: “Of the good deeds, the foremos 
virtue is the earning of lawful livelihood.” The 
striving for lawful livelihood, therefore, has been 
made more important than all other actions. Who 
could be more worldly than a trader who has to dea] 
with money night and day. But here is what the 
ereatest of virtuous men had to say about them: 

“On the Day of Resurrection a truthful and 

honest trader will be amongst the Prophets, the 

Righteous, and the Martyrs.” 

Forrespectable people devoted to religion higher 
stations in the love of God cannot be attained with- 
out forgoing mundane pleasures. But we notice that 
some famous religious devotees were well-dressed 
people, partial to tasty food. Their tastes were 
obviously a private matter. About Imam Nasai 
whose religious devotions and culinary partialities 
were common talk, Zahabi writes in his biography: 

“For meals he preferred chickens of large size, 

specially purchased for him, and which after 

being castrated were fattened before being 

slaughtered.” 

Khwaja Hasan Basri, whose fear of God and 

saintliness were known throughout the Islamic world, 


was so fond of tasty foods that it is said of him if 
Tabaqat Ibn Saad: 
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“In the soup served to no other person have I 
seen such flavour and fragrance as in the one 
served to Hasan Basri.” 
About Imam Malik it is related: 
‘*He always wore costly clothes and was always 
heavily perfumed. He never partook of food 
without meat being served. He was so firm in his 
tastes that if on a day there was no money to 
purchase meat, he would not hesitate to sell 
something to buy it” (al- Dibaj-ul-Mazhab) : 
These illustrations show that belief in the Day 
of Judgment does not imply worldly renunciation. 
But care and moderation are essential. For example, 
it is provided in the Quran: 
“O Prophet, tell people that the riches of the 
world are limited and the life hereafter is better 
for the righteous and the pious” (Sura al-Nisa). 
It is further provided: 
“Life in the world is of limited duration ; the 
world hereafter is indeed the real place to live 
(Sura al-Mumin). 
At another place it is said: 
“And the reality about life in the world is no- 
thing but this that itis mere fun and play, and the 
life hereafter is indeed better for those who live 
alife of righteousness and piety” (Sura al-Inam). 
To the same effect is a hadith related by Abu 
Huraira which says that the Holy Prophet said: A 
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worldly man is deprived of the mercy of God, anq 
a man of wealth is removed from His kindness. 

According to another hadith, it isstated by Kaah 
bin Iyaz that he heard the Holy Prophet say that 
for every people there is a particular test and for his 
people the particular test was wealth (Tirmizi). 

According to Bukhari and Muslim, Amr bin Auf 
has related that the Holy.Prophet said : 

“TI am not afraid of poverty and indigence for 
my people..I am afraid lest the world becomes 
more attractive to you as it became for the 
people preceding you. Then you will become 
more attached to the world, as the other people 
were and who had gone mad over it. That will 
lead to your destruction the same way as the 
people preceding you were destroyed.” 

These extracts underscore the truth that, while 
Islam assigned a place of honour to striving for 
earning lawful livelihood, it holds materialism and 
greed as abhorrent and blameworthy. It does not 
expect believers to become slaves of the Mammonor 
materialism to dominate them to the extent of for 
getting the hereafter. 

Apparently, these two views are mutually con- 
tradictory. But if one were to look deeper it would 
wera that Islam does not stand in the way of 
warldle cae It inculcates the need for attending to 

8 1n a judicious way. It does not permit 
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the accumulation of wealth through fair means or 
foul. It permits attention to affairs within the limits 
rescribed ; such worldliness is a par of religion. 
But if these limits are exceeded and the Islamic 
jnjunctions disregarded, the defaulter obviously 
chooses to stand in line with Satan’s fraternity. 
Moderationimplies enjoymentoflife proceeding 
along the right way. Love for the good things of life 
must not be carried to the point of obliterating from 
one’s mind all thought of the life hereafter Shaikh 
Abdul Qadir Gilani has meaningfully said : 
“The world is something to be kept in hand. It 
may be kept in the pocket, but it is not some- 
thing to be kept in mind.” 
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AN APPROACH TO THE STUDY OF THE QURAN, by Nowab Siz 
Nizamst Jung Bahadur 

PHILOSOPHY OF THE QURAN, by Hafis Ghulam Sarwas 

QURANIC LAWS, by Muhammad Valibhal Merchant 

PROPHECIES OF THE HOLY QURAN, by Q.1. Hingors 

A GEOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF THE QURAN, by 8. Mezaffar- 
ad-Din Nadv} 

THE MESSAGE OF ISLAM, (Bird's sye-view of the contents of ths 
Holy Quras}, by Allama & Yusn? Ali 

aN FROM THE STORIES OF THE QURAN, by 4.B-R. 
Mouhbajir 

MUHAMMAD AND TEACHINGS OF QURAN, by John Davenport 

ASH-SHAFI‘I'S RISALAH: BASIC IDEAS, by Dr. Khalili E. Somaan 


HADITH 


SAHIH MUSLIM, Engiloh tranclation by Abdul Hamid Siddiqi, in 
four volumes (Firet three Volumes are avaliable: 

MISHKAT AL-MASABIH (AL-HADIS), English translation by Dr, 
Jamer Robson. tnfonr volumes 

TAWIL-UL-AHADITH by Shah Waliyollah, translated by G.N. 

albani 

Tee ORATIONS OF MUHAMMAD, translated by M. Ubaidul Akbar 

SAYINGS OF MUHAMMAD (with Arabic Text), translated by 
Protaasor Ghari Ahmad 

PRAYERS OF THE PROPHET, (Masnin Du'i’etn. with Arable 
text}, translated byA.H Biddiaqs 

THUS SPOKE THE HOLY PROPHET, by Bornst and Brown 

PRAVERS OF MUHAMMAD, Compiled and translated by A. B. 
Parld Avalladlo with andwithont Arabic text 

AL-HIZB AL-AZAM {A collection of Prayera with Arabic Taze), 
tranalated ov M. Abdul Hamid Siddiat 

THE TABLE TALK OF MUHAMMAD, by 8. Lane-Poole 

SAYINGS OF MUHAMMAD THE LAST FROPHET, Compiled by 
&. A, Husain 


ISLAM 


INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM by Dr. M. Hamidullah 

MODERNIZATION MENACES MUSLIMS by Mohammad Aslam 
Siddias 

VIRTUES OF SALAT, by Maulana Muhammad Zakaria 
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GALAT OR ISLAMIC PRAYER BOON, with Arable toxt ang 
‘ationn 
3 ISLAM IN PRACTICAL LIFE, by A.M’R. Muhajlz 
MODERN ISLAM IN INDIA, by W.C. Smith : 
ISLAM AND THE WORLD by S. Abul Hasan Al Nadvi 
THE PREACHING OF ISLAM, by Sir Thomas Arnold 
TENETS OF ISLAM, by A.M.R. Mubajir 
NOTES ON ISLAM, by Nawab Sir Amin Jung Bahadur 
SUPPORT OF THE FAITH, Shab Ismail Shahid’s 7 agwtyat-ri-Iisay 
translated {nto Englishby Mir Shahamat All . 
PEARLS OF THE FAITH (or Islam’s Rosary), by Sir Edwin Arnold 
THE ESSENCE OF ISLAMIC TEACHINGS: by Syed Nawab All 
GATEWAY TO ISLAM, by Salfaddin J. Ani@ Doray, in 4 Parts 
MANIFESTO OF ISLAM, by Dr. M, Rafl-ad-Din 
- GLIMPSES OF ISLAM, by Prince Agha and Khan Dr. Zaki All 
THE REFORMS AND RELIGIOUS IDEAS OF SIR §SAYYID 
AHMAD KHAN, by J.M.S Baljon, Jr 
MAXIMS OF ALI, tranatated by J. A. Chapman 
QADIANISM : A CRITICAL STUDY, by & Abul Hasan Ali Nadel 
HIS HOLINESS, by Phoenix, with Foreword by the late Maulana 
Zafar All Khan 
PRAYER—FOR PROGRESS, dy Abdu) Rasraque 
“LESSONS IN ISLAM” SERIES, Five Partn 
THE MUSLIM CONDUCT OF STATE, by Dr. M. Hamidollah 
go AND THE THEORY OF INTEREST, by Dr. Anwar Iqbal 
fereahs 
ISLAMIC SOCIAL FRAMEWORK, by M Rathan Sharif 
PUBLIC FINANCE IN ISLAM, by S.A Siddias 
TALEEM-UL-ISLAM, by Allama Mufth Muhammad Kifayatallah, 
English transitaion by Dr. Mahmood Qader! and revised by Ehalll 
Miap ; Four Parts 
ISLAMIC ECONOMICS : THEORY @ PRACTICE, by M.A, Mannan 
ECONOMICS OF ISLAM, by Sh. Mahmood Ahmad 
ISLAMIC CULTURAL STUDIES, by Dr. Syeé Abdali Latit 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM UNDER UMAR THE GRRAT, Dy Irfan 


OUTLINES OF ISLAMIC CULTURE, by A.M.A Shuehtory 


A SURVEY OF MUSLIM INSTITUTIONS anD CULTURE, dy 
Prot. M.A. Hanifi 


GOD, SOUL AND UNIVERSE 
Sir Muhammad Yamin Kban 
TSU AM VERSUS SOCIALISM, by Mirna Muhammad Binesals 
Anwar ALORISPRUDENCE IN THE MODERN WORLD, dy 
mad Qadri 
LAND NISM. ISLAM AND YOU, by Holi Abu ldrla 
A GUIDE ae here Lt.-Col. MM. Qurasbs 
. . Sy S. A. Etusain 
PTSLAM NATION OF TRE DIRECTION OF QIELA AND THE 
ADVICE To a Fenty Des eauhi: Abmad Bagwi 
A LEARNER: » by S-A. Row 
by Bashir Amand BOE, TO THE DIVISION OF INHERITANCE, 


PRAYERS & MAR Ih tip MODERR WORRD, by'H. I. Dobins00 


TN SCIENCE AND ISLAM by Nawab 
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slOGRAPRY & MEMOERS 


LIFE AND WORKS OF NAWAB SIDDIQ HASSAN KHAN (OF 
BHOPAL) by Prof. Saeedullah 

pAYAMBAR : THE MESSENGER, translated from tho Ferslan of Z. 
Rabnema by L.P. Elwell-Sutton (three volumes) 

yUHAMMAD: THE HOLY PROPHET, by Hafiz Ghulam Sarwar 


AN EASY HISTORY OF THE PROPHET OF ISLAM, by 3. 
Muzaffar-ud-Din Nadvi 

UUHAMMAD: UPON WHOM BE PEACE, by Sheikh Abdur Rahman 
Lats 

THE LIGHTNING FLASH (Versified Lito History of the Holy 
Prophet} by Qas! Abdul Qayyem ‘ 

THE SHADOWLESS PROPHET OF ISLAM, by Syed Abdu) Wahab 
LIFE OF ABU BAKR (First Caliph of Islam), by Muhammad 
Habibur Rahman Khan Sherwanl, translated by Dr. Moin-al-Hag 
OMAR THE GREAT, {AL-FAROOQI) by Allama Shibli Numani, 
teane by M. Zafar All Khan and Prof. M.Saleem. In two volumen, 


“HEROES OF ISLAM” SERIES 
By Prof, Faz) Abmad 


1. Mohammad—The Prophet of Islam 
2. Abe Bakr, the first Caliph 
3. Omar, the second Caliph 
4. Othman, the third Caliph 
5. All, the fourth Caliph 
6. Khalid bin Walid 
7. Muhammad bin Qasim 
8. Mahmud of Ghazna 
9. Aurangzeb Alamgiy 
10. Sultan Tipps 
11. Alsha the Trutbfel 
12, Husain the Great Marty: 
13, Some Companions of the Prophot, Para 1 
14. Some Companions of the Prophet, Part IX 
15. Some Companions of the Prophet, Part IJ 
‘BN AL-ARABI, by 8.A.Q. Husains 
BN KHALDUN, HIS LIFE AND WORKS, by M.A, Enan 
(ADHKARATUL-AULIYA (MEMOIRS OF SAINTS), by Ds. 
Bankey Behars , 
HAWAJA GHARIB NAWAZ, by Dr. Zuhurul Hassan Skarib 
|AMI: The Peratan Mystic, by F. Hadland Davie 
aN AS-SIKKIT, by Dr. 8.A. Ahmadall 
UM: The Persian Mystic, by F Hadland Davin 
? E SAINT OF JILAN, by 8.A. Salik 
ALCON OF SPAIN, by T.B. Irving : 
MEE: A FRAGMENT (late Maulano Mohamed Alt’), Edited by 
REET Mi. JINNAH by A.A, Ravoot 
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PHILOSOPHY & MYSTICISM 


‘AWARLF-UL*MA‘ARIE, translation by H. W. Clarke 
THE ELEMENTS OF ISLAMIC PHILOSOPHY, by All Mabdi Khap 
MYSTIC TENDENCIES IN ISLAM, by M.M. Zuhurad-Din Abmad 
STUDIES IN TASAWWUEF, by Khaja Khan 
STUDIES IN MUSLIM PHILOSOPHY, by M. Saeed Sheikh 
AL-GHAZALI ON DIVINE PREDICATES AND THEIR PRO, 
PERTIES, English translation by Abd-ur-Rahman Abu Zayd 
(DEOLOGY OF THE FUTURE, by Dr.M. Rafi-nd-Din 
MUSLIM THOUGHT AND ITS SOURCE, by Gyad Muzaftar-ud-Dis 
Nadvi | - 
THE ETHICAL PHILOSOPHY OF AL-GHAZALI, by Muhammad 
Umaruddia 
THE PANTHEISTIC MONISM OF IBN AL-‘ARABI, by Dr. 2,4.Q. 
Husain! 
PHILOSOPHY OF FAQIRS, by Sir Amin Jung Bahadar 3 
THE MUJADDID’S CONCEPTION OF TAWHID, by Dr. Barkan 
Ahmad Farugi 
RUMI THE PERSIAN, REBIRTH IN CREATIVITY AND LOVE 
by A. Reza Arasteb 
THE ‘ABYAT’ OF SULTAN BAHOO, translated by Maqbool Elahi 
THE SECRET OF ANA'L-HAQQ, translated by K.S. Khaja Khan 
FUTUH AL-GHAIB (Revelation of the Unssen) of Hazrat Syed 
Abdul Qadir Jilani, translated by M. Aftabuddin Ahmed 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE SUFIS, by A.J. Arberry 
AN INTRODUCTION TO SUFI DOCTRINE, by Titus Barckhardt, 
translated by D. M. Matheson . 
THE SECRET ROSE GARDEN OF SA‘D-UD-DIN MAHMUD 
SHABISTARI, translated by E Leaderer 
THE IDEA OF PERSONALITY IN SUFISM, by R.A. Nicholson 
THE ce PHILOSOPHY OF MUHYID DIN IBN ARABI, 
by A.E Affi 
FAITH AND PRACTICE OF AL-GHAZALI by W Montgomery Watt 
SOME MORAL AND RELIGIOUS TEACHINGS OF GHAZALI, by 
Syed Navrab Als < 
THE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE, by Dr. Nabih Amin Farle 
THE MYSTERIES OF PURITY, translated by Dr. Nabib Amin Faris 
THE MYSTERTES OF FASTING, translated by Dr.Nabib Amtp Faris 
THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE ARTICLES OF FAITH, translated 
by Dr Nabib Amin Farie 
THE ALCHEMY OF HAPPINESS {al-Ghazall’o Kimiyo-|-S'adeth 
_ttanslated by Cland Field . 
THE CONFESSIONS OF AL-GHAZALT, by Claud Field 
GHAZALI'S MISHKAT AL-ANWAR (The Niche for Lights), tre2® 
« lated by W H.T. Gairdner 
gS FACHINGS OF SHAH WALIYULLARG, by G.N, Jalban! 
: per trauslated by G.N Jalbant. 
THE PHT LON mated by G.N. Jalbant, 
AL-KH ATR-AL- Kato ISLAM, by Khaja Khan atbao! 
THE PHILOSOP R by Shab Waliynilab trans. by G.N. J 
ALY OF ISLAM by Khaja Khan 


HISTORY 

JUSTICE IN isp, 

ARAB ORICAL ISLAM, by Anwar Ahmad Qadri 
ADMINISTRATION, by Dr, 84.9. Husalnt Q 
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STITUTION OF THE ARAB EMPIRE, by Dr. 8.A.Q, Huaaini 

(ONISTIANITYIN HISTORY, by Ahmad D. Azhar 

oeSLIM CONTRIBUTION TO SCIENCE AND CULTURE, by 

x ghamma Abdur Rahmap Khan 

{BE ARAB CIVILIZATION, by Prof. Hell’s dio Kultur der Araber, 
trans. by S. Khuda Bakhsh 

HE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF MUSLIM HISTORIOG- 
RAPHY, by M.G. Rasul 

\USLIM CONTRIBUTION TO GEOGRAPHY, by Dr, Nafis Ahmad 

SUCCESSION TO THE RULE IN ISLAM, by Dr. Anwar G, Chejn 

ANECDOTES FROM ISLAM, by M. Ebrahim Khan 

MUSLIM COLONIES IN FRANCE, NORTHERN ITALY AND 
SWITZERLAND, by Prof, H. K. Sherwani 

THE ARAB NAVIGATION, by S. Sulaiman Nadvi 

HEROIC DEEDS OF MUSLIM WOMEN, by S Sulaiman Nadvi 

CONFLCIT OF EAST AND WEST IN TURKEY, by Halide Edib- 
Hapum 

TURKISH EMPIRE (1288-1924), by Lord Eversiey 

OUR DECLINE AND ITS CAUSES, by Amir Shakib Aralan, 
translated by M A. Shakoor 

DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM » by M.A. Enan 


MUSLIM LEAGUE, YESTERDAY AND TODAY, by A.B, Rajput 
A PHILOSOPHICAL INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY, by Addu 
Hamid Siddiqs . . : 


IQBAL 


STUDIES IN IQBAL, by Syed Abdul Vabid 

THE NEW ROSE GARDEN OF MYSTERY AND THE BOOK OF 
SLAVES, English translation of Iqbal’s“ Galshan-!-Ras-i-Tadid and 
Bandagi Namab”’ by M. Hadi Hussain 

THOUGHTS AND REFLECTIONSOF IQBAL, collected and edited 
by Syed Abdul Vahid 

GLIMPSES OF IQBAL’S MIND AND THOUGHT, by Dr’, 
Bilgramt : 

IQBAL AND THE RECENT EXPOSITION OF ISLAMIO 
POLITIAL THUGHT, by Dr Muhammad Azls Ahmad 

PERSIAN PSALMS, translated by A.J. Arber 

IQBAL’S EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY, by K.G. Salyidain 

THE SECRETS OF THB SELF, translation of Iqbal’s Asras-l-Ehud) 
by R. A. Nicholson 

NOTES ON IQBAL’S ASRAR-I-KHUDI, edited by A.J. Arborry 

RE-ONSTRUCTION OF RELIGIOUS THOUGHT IN ISLAM by 
Allame Mubemmad Iqbal 

COMPLAINT AND ANSWER, tranglated by AY. Arborry 

METAPHYSICS OF IQBAL, by Dr. Ishrat Hasan Enver 

IQBAL AS A THINKER, edited by Taj Muhummad Kbayal 

LETTERS OF IQBAL TO JINNAH 

‘IQBAL : HIS LIFE & TIME, by Dr. L, 5, May 


PAKISTAN 


THE EVOLUTION OF INDO-MUSLIMUTHOUGHT AFTER 1857, 
by Dr L.8, May 

MODERN MUSLIM INDIA AND THE BIRTH oF PAKISTAN, by 
Dr. $.M, Ikram 
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I Ni: A CULTURAL UNITY, by 8.P, Hassan Fat 
WHYS OF THE GREAT INDIAN CONKLICT, by if-a, Mahias 
PAKISTAN 1 A NATION, by El-Hamzn 
PAKISTAN AS AN ISLAMIC STATE, by Wiltrad Cantzoy) Sratey 
PAKISTAN DEFINED, by Begum Firdaus Riavs , 


“PAKISTAN LITHRATURK” SERIES 
i. National States and National Minorities 
2. The Communal Pattern of ‘india 
8. Some Aspects of Pakistan 
7, Muslim Educational Problema 
8. The Future Development of Islamic Polity 
9. The Development of Islamic Culture in Todia 
11. The Industrial Pakistan 
13. Are the Indian Muslims » Nation ? 
EDUCATING PAKISTAN, by Mallk Zaferal Auesan 
STORY OF INDIAN AGGRESSION AGAINST PAKISTAN by Dz, 
Khalid Ghazaavi_— 
4 POLITICAL STUDY OF PAKISTAN, by Safdar Mahmood 


POLITICS 


THE FIRST WRITTEN-CONSTITUTION IN THE WORLD (win 
Arabi Text) edited and trans lated by Dr M Hamidallah : 

SELECT WRITINGS AND SPEECHES OF MAULANA MOHAMED 
ALI, edited by Afzal Iqbal (two volumes) 

STUDIES IN MUSLIM POLITICAL THOUGRT & ADMINISTRA. 
TION. by Prot HK Sharwant 

SPEECHES AND WRITINGS OF MR. JINNAH, Badlted by Jemil- 
ad-Din Ahmad (two volumes) 


LANGUAGE, LITERATURE & EDUCATION 


@HY WE LEARN THE ARABIC LANGUAGE, by Dr. 52. 
Tnayatallah 

TRE CONTRIBUTION OF INDO-PAKISTAN TO ARABIC 
LITERATURE, byrD.M.G. Zubaid Ahmad ' 

ARABIC PHONETICS {{BN SINA'S RISALAH}, translated by Ds 
E I Semaan 

ARABLAN WISDOM, trazslated by John Wortabet 

THE BUSTAN OF SA‘DT, translated by A.M, Edwards 

ARABIC MADE EASY by Abul Hashim 


es 
MUSLIM COORING. Or PAKISTAN 
Compiled by S.A. Husain 


\ 


It ia me ‘atest hook on Pakistani Muslim Cooking,—is 4 


pri of New and Old. It offérs you a long range of 
Sty and Casy-to-make recipea, : 


a ee “ x Bs be 
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OUR STOCKISTS IN OTHER COUNTRIES 


Below are given names and addresses of 
booksellers in different countries of the world for 
the convenience of customers. These booksellers 
usually carry stocks of our publications; in case 
any books are not readily in their stock, they 
will register the order and supply in due course, 

The publisher shall, however, continue to 
supply books direct to customers in whose count- 

ties there are no stockists of the publications. 


USTRALIA 


T.S. Bookshop, 
177 Collins Street, Melbourne 
Victoria 3000 


Adyar Bookshop 

Blavatsky Lodge of Theoso- 
phical Society 

67 Castlereach Street 

Sydney 2000 


The Mystical Bookshop, 
43 Gertride St. Felzroy, 
Melbourne 3065, 
Australia. 


Mansfield Book Mart Ltd. 
2065 Mansfield Street 
Montreal 2, P,Q. 


INADA 


Islamic Book Service 
10 Sunny Glenway, Apt. 910 
Don Mills, Ontario, 


Banyen Bookshop 
27 West IVth Avenue 
Vancouver 8, B.C, 


University of Alberta Book- 
store 

Student Union Building 

Edmonton, Alberta 


Fifth Kingdom Bookshop 
77 Harbord Street 
Toronto 179, Ontario 


EYLON (Sri Lanka) 


M. Zubair Makeen 
P.O. Box 1249, 
Colombo. 


M. Bin Ahmed & Co. 
393 Galle Road 
Wellawatte 
Colombo 6 


W. D. Willis & Co, (Ceylon) 
P. O. Box 1249 
Colombo 


Lake House Bookshop 

P.O. Box 244 

100 Sir Chittam Palam Gardi- 
nar Mawata 

Colombo-2 


Ansari Book Depot, 
106 & 108 Armour Street 
Colombo-12 


Cargills (Ceylon) Lta 
P.O. Box 23 

York Street 
Colombo. 


FIJI ISLANDS 


M, Ibrahim Khan 
P.O, Box 42 
Drumasi, P.O. Tavua 


FRANCE | 


Librairie de 1’Institute 
Musalman 
De La Mosque de Paris 


Place du Paints de l’Ermite 
Paris-5 


GERMANY (West) 


Otto Harrassowitz, 
Taunugstrasse 5 
Postfach 349 

D 6200 Wiesbaden 1, 


2 
GUYANA (S. America) 


Khan Enterprises 

47 High & Hadfield St. 
George Town 
Demerara 


HONG KONG 


Sambo’s Library 
P.O, Box No. 448 
Hong Kong 


ITALY 


Centro Islamico Culturale 
+d Italia 

Via Salaria 290 

00199 Rome 


INDONESIA 


Tintamas 
Karamat Raya 60 
Djakarta. 


JAPAN 
Biblio Limited 
Echo Building, 20d Fi 
2-12 Misakicho 2 Chomo 
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO, 101 


KENYA (East Africa) 


Mussa Jetha & Sons Ltd. 
P.O, Box 80261, 
Mombasa, 


KUWAIT 


Kuwait Traders 
P.O, Box 26210 
Kuwait 


M/s Darul Bayan Bookshop, 
Mubarak ul Kabeer Str., 

Al Ferdaus Building 

P.O. Box 2017, Kuwait. 


LEBANON 


The Levant Distributors Co. 
8.a.r.1., 
P.O, Box 1181, Makdessi Str., 
Halim Hanna Bldg. 
rut, : 


MALAYSIA 


Genang Store 

meral Merchanz, 
3 Bishop Street . 
Ponang 
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MAURITIUS 


News & Periodical) St. 

P, O. No. 144 - 
52 Bishop Street 
Penang 


Jubilee (Book) Stores, 

97, Jalan Tuanku 40. Bag 
Abdul Rahman 

Kuala Lumpur, 


Marican & Sons (Mala 
Sdn. Bhd, sa7eia) 
P.O. Box 958 
321, Jalan Tuanko 
Abdul Rahman 
Kuala Lampur 


Pustaka Antara 

531 Jalan Tuankn Abdny 
Rahman 

Kuala Lumpur 


M.M. Ally & Co 

P.O: Box 241 

18 Leboh Pasar Besarz 
Market Street 

Kuala Lumpor, 01-23 


Crescent News Agency 
i1-C, Hutton Lane 
Penang 


<r 


M.E.M, Lockhat & Sons 
P.O, Box 271 

Desiorges Street 

Port Louis. 


L.A. Vawda & Co 
12. Corderie Street Sg 
Port Louis 


NETHERLANDS 


Ge-Nabrink’s Boekhandel © 
Antiquariaat 

Korte Korst jespoortsteeg 8 

Amsterdam (C) 


NIGERIA : a 
Jakinson Educational Publ ’ 
cations R 
18, Commercial Avenue iy 
Yaba, Lagos iy 
Islamic Publication Buse®? z 
P.O. Box 3881 5 
Lagos 4\\ D, 


 pniversity Bookshop Niger} 

Ltd. 

- yniversity of Ibadan 
Ibadan. 


sAUDI ARABIA 
Darul Kutab 
P.O. Box 247 
Jeddab 


JINGAPORE 
Students Books Associates 
68, Bras Basah Road 
Singapore 7 
M. Mohammad Dulfakir & Co 
46 High Street 
Singapore 
Marican & Sons (Malaysia) 

Ltd 


td. 
171, Middle Road 
Singapore 
Marican & Sons (Malaysia) 
Ltd. 
74, Orchard Road 
Singapore 


Kazura Company 
728, North Bridge Road 
Singapore-7 


Pyramid Book House (Pty) Ltd. 


3rd Floor : 
70-A, The Arcades 
G.P.O. Box 961 
Singapore-1 


OUTH AFRICA 


Mr. M.J. Nana 
Bookseller 

P.O. Box 25008 
26-8 Becker Street 
Ferreirastown 
Johannesburg 


‘LA, Suliman & Sons 
Printers and Genera! Dealers 
P.O, Box 116 

_ Zeerust Tvl, 


M.C, Ghoor & Sone 
P.O. Boz 69, Market St. 
Vryburg. 
Taj Compan 
' Rooksellers ® 
125, Prince Edward Street 
\ urban, Natal 


E.M, Akhalwaya & Sons 
50 Lovers Walk 
Fordsburg 
Johannesburg 

Atlas Trading Co, 

P.O. Box 4783 

94, Wale Street 

Cape Town 


Islamic Propagation Centre 
47, Madrassa Arcade 
Durban, Natal 

Kitabistan 

9 Madressa Arcade 

Durban Tvl, 


SWEDEN 


Mr. C.E. Fritze 
Bookseller to the Court 
Stockholm 16 


SWITZERLAND 


Unilivres 
16, rue du conseil general 
1205, Galneve 


TANZANIA (E. Africa) 


G.H, Hemani & Sons 
Azikiwe Street 

Post Box 854 

Dar es Salaam 


Mulla Karimjee Mulla 

Mohamedbhai & Son 
P.O, Box 175 
Zanzibar 


TRINIDAD (West Indies) 


Anjuman Sunaut-ul-Jamat 
Association of Trinidad 
and Tobago 

Jama Masjid 

2, Queen Street 

Port of Spain 


U.S. A. 


Orientalia Bookshop Ine, 
61 Fourth Avenuc 
New York, 10003, N.Y, 


Kazi Imports 
1647 N. Wells St. 
Chicago, 111, 60614 


Max-Ell Book Corp, 
The Book Gallery 

240 W. 72nd St. 

New York N.Y. 10023 
U.S.A. 


Specialty Promotions Co, 
Inc. ‘ 

6841, S Cregier Ave 

Chicago, Illinois, 60649 


Books & Things, 
106 Lenox Avenue 
New York, NY, 10026 


Samuel Weiser Inc. 
734, Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 10003 


Shambala Booksellers 8 


2482, Telegraph Avenue 
Berkeley, Calif. 94704 


Islamic Book Service 
2515, Fairview Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 45219 


Brotherhood of Life Books 
110 Dartmouth SE 
Albuquerque 

New Mexico, 87106 


Rainbow Bridge 
P.O. Box 40208 
San Francisco, Cal. 94149 


Bodhi Tree Bookstore Inc, 
8585 Melrose Ave, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 90069 


The Book Gallery 
Max-ell Book Corporation 
240 West, 72nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10023 


Kalimah Bookstore, 

901 67th Avenue No, 8 

Glen Willow, 

Seat Pleasant, Maryland 20027 


Sebastopol Bookshop 
133 North Main Street 
Sebastopol, Cal. 95472 


Mr. Dawud Al Wajid, 

C/o Mr. Gregory Tackson 

161 North Aurlington Avenue 

Tt Orange, New Jersey 07017, 
rire 


Sindoori Imcorts, 
Second Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10003, 
U.S. a, Tel. 982-4799 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Luzac & Co. Lta., 


46 Great Russ 1 
LONDON Wc, piteet, 


Bailey & Swinten 
Foreigh Bookeellent?” 
Minerva House 

26/27 Hatton Garden 
LONDON, W.C. 1B 3pp 


J. Thornton & Son 
11 Broad Street 
Oxford, OX1 3AR 


AD Orientem Limiteq 
2 Cumberland Gardens 
St Leonard on Sea 
Sussex 


E.J. Brill ‘ 
41 Museum Street 
London, WCIA ILX 


S.A.K, RAO, 

I.T.M. Mission 

2 New Street, Slaithwaite, 
Huddersfield, 


Arthur Probsthain 
41 Great Russell Street 
London, WCIB 3PL 


W. & G, Foyle Ltd., 
119-125 Charing Cross Road 
LONDON, W.C. 2 


Muslim Booksellers 
20 Highgate Road 
Birmingham, Bl2 OAX, 


Books from India, Lta,, 
32 Coptic Street 
London W.C, j 


Islamic Book Centre 
U_K. Islamic Mission 
148 Liverpool Road 
LONDON, N,1 


Silco Books Lta.,’ 
7 Russell Gardens 
LONDON, N.W, 11 9NJ 


Compendium Bookshop 
240 Camden High St., 
London, N.W, } 


R.N. B, Enterprises 
70 Queens Road 
Walthamstow 
London E178 Qw 
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the sayings of the Holy Prophet, are 
applicable as much to the scientific 
twentieth century as they were to the 
nomadic tribes of Arabia when the Holy 
Quran was revealed. Indeed, Funda- 
mental Truths is as much a study of Islam 
in depth, in the clearest terms possible, 
asit isa lesson in the application of these 
Truths to individual, communal and 
national requirements, anywhere, in any 
age. Maulana Niazi’s facile style dispels 
the wrong notions about Islam, ignorantly 
entertained, or deliberately foisted, force- 
fully rebuts the falsehoods spread about 
it and proves the everlasting quality of 
the religion and its easy to understand 
and apply lessons, no less than it estab- 
lishes the Eternity and Unity of God and 
the finality of Prophethood. 

Maulana Niazi is essentially a man of 
the people, having risen from among them 
and serving them through the People’s 
Government wisely stewarded by his 
leader, and that of the people, Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto. Elected on Mr Bhutto’s call 
in 1970 with an overwhelming majority, 
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fowards Understanding Qur’ar 


As an eminent religious scholar Maulana Kausar Niazi has 


~ fealised the need of presenting Islam in the present-day context. 


His. versatile genius has opened new vistas of vision wich 
suggest ways to lead a better life. Towards | Understanding 
Qur’an is the exposition of those Quranic injunctions which have 
a direct bearing on our day-to-day issues. As such, the book 
provides a food for thought, widens the mental horizon and breeds 
a clear discernment to solve our problems. It helps to know the 
real Islamic way of life-and gives 10 interesting réading. 


The Mirror ct Trinity * 


Christianity is undoubtedly one of the revealed religions 
but it seems to have lost its intrinsic values through the passage 
of time. The way Christianity is being- preached by its clergy- 
men: leads the people to grope_in darkness than dawning the 
celestial light on them. Maulana Kausar Niazi as a scholar and 
an ecclesiast has raised the curtain from underhand: activities 
of the Christian missionaries. The book has mirrored into: them 
as to how they bring a bad name to a fair task It is a study 
of Christ and the religion he preached based on facts. 


Islam, Our Religion. 


This js an expression of the ‘aut’ ar feelings and 
In spite of the position he enioys 2c a learned*sholar of Islam, | 
the Maulgne yet thinks himself nothing mor: tan a ‘student. 
bers feelings and emoticns have taken th~ shape of.a staunch | 
elief ‘and he is so sure to makeythe claim th:t-had not Islam _ 
oe to the world, there would bave been 7 .inwering of 
aon, culture, knowledge 2:.d art. According ic sha Ms lana; 
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emotions’ which he has been ‘nurturing cevhiz student days. 7 
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